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The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) is 
a political formation to win the freedom of the Tamil 
people on the basis of their fundamental political princi- 
ples of Nationhood, Homeland and Right of self-deter- 
mination. At present the Tamil people have absolutely 
no prospect of articulating their political aspirations or 
of exercising their fundamental rights in their homeland 
itself. The Sri Lankan government, through legal impedi- 
ments, military occupation and murder is strangling the 
Tamil people's aspirations and their political rights. 


In this context, the Tamil Diaspora, an integral part of 
the nation of Tamil Eelam, utilizing democratic means in 
their respective countries, establishes the Transnational 
Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) as the highest politi- 
cal entity to campaign for the realization of the Tamils' 
right to self-determination. Since it is impractical for po- 
litical leaders and people in Tamil Eelam to participate in 
the TGTE, only those Tamils in the Diaspora are elected 
to the TGTE through democratic elections. The TGTE will 
work hand-in-hand with anyone working for the 
well-being of the Tamil people in the island of Sri Lanka, 
including the political and social leaders of the people in 
Eelam. TGTE undertakes following tasks: 


1.Uniting all Tamil entities and elements who subscribe 
to the fundamental tenets of Tamil political aspirations 
proclaimed in the Vaddukoddai Resolution, which was 
subsequently endorsed and mandated in the general 
election of 1977 and in the Thimbu Principles in 1985. 


2. Working in partnership with the Tamil leadership in 
the island of Sri Lanka, considering that the political pol- 
icies and aspirations articulated by the Tamil leadership 
at consecutive elections in 2001 and 2004 were strongly 
endorsed and, thereby mandated, by the Tamil people, 
and other groups that support and advocate for the re- 
alization of the Tamils’ legitimate political aspirations to 
regain their sovereignty and the right to self-determina- 
tion; 


3. Articulating positions for negotiations with the Sinha- 
la nation; 


4. Establishing direct links with foreign Governments 
and other international organizations; 
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5. Working for the social, economic and cultural 
well-being of the more than one million members of the 
Tamil Diaspora; 


6. Building a political program with the participation of 
Muslim representatives, taking into account that the di- 
versity of Tamil and Muslim regions has been used as a 
threat in the past against the realization of the Tamils' 
right to self-determination; and 


7. Performing such other tasks as may be necessary to 
promote the interests of the Tamil people in the 
North-East of the island of Sri Lanka and the Tamil Dias- 
pora liaising with international nongovernmental orga- 
nizations and international organizations to ensure that 
the Tamils’ physical survival is guaranteed; to stop the 
sexual violence against Tamil women; to stop the physi- 
cal abuse of Tamil children by the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment's mono-ethnic armed forces and ensure their 
speedy reunification with their families; to ensure the 
return of the thousands of Tamils held in internment 
camps to their homes and to bring to justice those who 
have committed genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. 






































சுடரக தமிழ்‌ நாடே - 
வாழ்க தமிழ்‌ மொழி வாழ்க தமிழ்‌ 
வாழ்க தமிழ்‌. மொழியே. 

வானம்‌ அறிந்தனைத்தும்‌ அழிந்து = 
வளர்‌ மொழி வாழியவே : ee 





CANADIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 


O CANADA! 


OUR HOME AND NATIVE LAND! 
TRUE PATRIOT LOVE IN ALL THY SONS COMMAND. 


WITH GLOWING HEARTS WE SEE THEE RISE, 
THE TRUE NORTH STRONG AND FREE! 


FROM FAR AND WIDE, 
O CANADA, WE STAND ON GUARD FOR ட்டு 


GOD KEEP OUR LAND GLORIOUS AND FREE! 
O CANADA, WE STAND ON GUARD FOR THEE. 
O CANADA, WE STAND ON GUARD FOR THEE. 
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மார்ச்‌ 31, 2016 


நாடு கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ 4வது வருடாந்த ஒன்றுகூடலையும்‌ மனித 
உரிமைகள்‌ குறித்த கருத்தமர்வையும்‌ ஏற்பாடு செய்துள்ள கனடா அரசவை 
உறுப்பினர்களுக்கும்‌ தொண்டர்களுக்கும்‌ இவ்‌ அமர்வில்‌ பங்கு கொள்ளும்‌ மக்களுக்கும்‌ 
முதற்கண்‌ எனது வணக்கத்தையும்‌ பாராட்டூக்களையும்‌ தெரிவித்துக்‌ கொள்கிறேன்‌. 








முள்ளிவாய்க்கால்‌ இனஅழிப்பின்‌ பின்‌ தமிழீழ மக்களின்‌ சுயநிர்ணய உரிமைக்கான 
போராட்டம்‌ ஜனநாயக விழுமியங்களுக்குட்பட்டு அரசியல்‌ இராஜதந்திர வழிகளில்‌ 
வடிவமாற்றம்‌ கண்டூள்ளது என்பதனை நீங்கள்‌ அறிவீர்கள்‌. இந்த வழிமுறையில்‌ 
அனைத்துலக ஒழுங்கு சார்ந்த புவிசார்‌ அரசியலும்‌ இராஜதந்திர அணுகுமுறைகளும்‌ 
முக்கியம்‌ பெறும்‌ என்பதனையும்‌ தமிழீழ மக்களின்‌ மென்வலுவின்‌ (soft power) வலிமை 
எமது வெற்றிக்கு முன்நிபந்தனையாக இருக்கும்‌ என்பதனையும்‌ நாம்‌ கவனத்திற்‌ 
கொண்டாக வேண்டும்‌. தமிழீழ தேசத்தின்‌ மென்வலு தமிழ்‌ டயாஸ்பொறாவினதும்‌ 
தமிழகம்‌ உள்ளிட்ட உலகத்‌ தமிழ்‌ மக்களதும்‌ பலத்தில்தான்‌ கட்டியெழுப்பப்பட 
வேண்டியது.இந்த வகையில்‌ கனடா வாழ்‌ தமிழீழ மக்கள்‌ தமிழீழ தேசத்தின்‌ 
மென்வலுவைக்‌ கட்டியெழுப்பவதில்‌ முக்கிய பங்கினை ஆற்ற வேண்டிய வரலாற்றுக்‌ 
கடமையினைக்‌ கொண்டுள்ளனர்‌ என்பதனை நான்‌ இத்‌ தருணத்தில்‌ சுட்டிக்‌ காட்ட 
விரும்புகிறேன்‌. 








அனைத்துலக அரசுகளின்‌ ஆதரவு இன்றி நாம்‌ எம்‌ விடுதலைப்‌ போராட்டத்தில்‌ 
முன்னோக்கி நகர முடியாது என்பதனை உணர்ந்தவர்களாகவே எமது பயணத்தைத்‌ 
தொடர்கிறோம்‌. எமது இலக்கில்‌ தமிழீழ தேசத்தின்‌ சுயநிர்ணய உரிமைக்கு 
அனைத்துலக அங்கீகாரம்‌ பெறுவதும்‌, அந்த அங்கீகாரத்தின்‌ அடிப்படையில்‌ தமிழீழ 
மக்களின்‌ சுதந்திரத்தையும்‌ பாதுகாப்பையும்‌ உறுதிப்படுத்தக்கூடிய இறைமை கொண்ட 
சுதந்திரத்‌ தனியரசு ஒன்றினை தேசியப்‌ பிரச்சனைக்குத்‌ தீரவாக அடைந்து கொள்வதும்‌ 
முக்கியம்‌ பெறுகின்றன. 





எம்மைப்‌ பொறுத்தவரையில்‌ இலங்கைத்தீவில்‌ வாழும்‌ தேசங்கள்‌ அங்கீகரிக்கப்படுவதும்‌ 
தேசியப்பிரச்சனைக்கு இரு அரசுகள்‌ என்ற தீர்வு எட்டப்படூவதும்தான்‌இலங்கைத்தீவில்‌ 
வாழும்‌ தமிழ்‌, முஸ்லீம்‌, சிங்கள மக்கள்‌ சமாதானதாகவும்‌ ஒருமைப்பாட்டுடனும்‌ வாழ 
வழி சமைக்கும்‌ என உறுதியாக நம்புகிறோம்‌. தென்னாசியப்‌ பிராந்தியத்தின்‌ 
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அமைதிக்கும்‌ இந்து சமுத்திரப்‌ பிராந்தியத்தின்‌ சுபீட்சத்துக்கும்‌ இரு அரசுகள்‌ தீர்வு 
துணை செய்யும்‌. எமது இந்த நிலைப்பாட்டை தற்போது அனைத்துலக அரசுகள்‌ ஏற்றுக்‌ 
கொள்ளவில்லை என்பதற்காக எமது தொலைநோக்கை நாம்‌ கைவிட முடியாது. மாற்றம்‌ 
ஒன்றே மாறாதது என்ற வரலாற்றின்‌ போக்கிலும்‌ நம்பிக்கை வைத்து எமது கருமங்களை 
நாம்‌ ஆற்றியாக வேண்டும்‌. 


இராஜதந்திரப்பாதை என்பது அரசுகள்‌ சொல்வதற்கெல்லாம்‌ நாம்‌ தலை ஆட்டிக்‌ 
கொள்வதல்ல. எமக்குச்‌ சம்மதம்‌ இல்லாதவற்றை அரசுகளுக்கு வெளிப்படூத்துவதும்‌ 
அதற்கான நியாயங்களை உறுதியாக முன்வைப்பதுவும்‌ மென்சக்தி வழிமுறை ஊடாக 
செயற்படூதலில்‌ முக்கியமான அம்சங்களாகும்‌. இதற்கு ஒரு உதாரணத்தைக்‌ 
குறிப்பிடுதல்‌ பொருத்தமாக இருக்கும்‌. மனித உரிமைப்‌ பேரவையில்‌ 2015 செப்டம்பர்‌ 
மாதம்‌ நிறைவேற்றப்பட்ட சிறிலங்கா தொடர்பான தீர்மானத்துக்கு உரிய காரணங்களுடன்‌ 
நாம்‌ எமது கண்டனத்தைத்‌ தெரிவித்தோம்‌. இக்‌ கண்டனத்துடன்‌ மட்டும்‌ நின்று விடாமல்‌ 
இவ்‌ விடயம்‌ குறித்து சிறிலங்கா அரசின்‌ நடவடிக்கைளைக்‌ கண்காணிப்பதற்காக நாம்‌ 
அனைத்துலக நிபுணர்களைக்‌ கொண்ட கண்காணிப்புக்‌ குழுவை சுயாதீனமான 
முறையில்‌ இயங்கும்‌ வகைகையில்‌ நியமித்தோம்‌. இக்‌ குழுவின்‌ செயற்பாடுகளை 
தற்போது அரசுகள்‌ உன்னிப்பாக அவதானிக்கத்‌ தொடங்கியுள்ளன. ஜெனிவாவில்‌ 
ஐக்கிய நாடுகள்‌ அவையில்‌ இக்‌ கண்காணிப்புக்குழு அண்மையில்‌ நடத்திய கருத்தமர்வு 
கூடுதலான கவனத்தை  ஈர்த்திருந்தது. இக்‌ குழுவின்‌ செயற்பாடுகள்‌ ஊடாக 
ஜெனிவாத்தீர்மானம்‌ குறித்து எதிர்காலத்தில்‌ இராஜதந்திரரீதியில்‌ கூடுதல்‌ 
நகர்வுகளுக்கான வாய்ப்புகள்‌ உண்டாவதற்குரிய அறிகுறிகள்‌ தற்போதே தென்படத்‌ 
தொடங்கி விட்டன. இவ்‌ விடயத்தில்‌ நாம்‌ அரசுகளுக்கு எமது சம்மதத்தைக்‌ 
கொடுக்கவில்லை. அதேவேளை கண்டனத்தைத்‌ தெரிவித்து விட்டு ஒதுங்கிப்‌ போகவும்‌ 
இல்லை. எமது நிலைப்பாட்டை வலுப்படூத்தத்‌ துணை செய்யக்கூடிய மாற்று நடவடிக்கை 
ஒன்றினை வகுத்துக்‌ கொண்டோம்‌. 

எமது செயற்பாடுகளை வலுப்படுத்தும்‌ ஆற்றல்‌ கனடா வாழ்‌ தமிழீழ மக்களுக்கு 
உள்ளது. நாடூ கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ செயற்பாடுகளுடன்‌ இணைந்து நாம்‌ 
முன்னோக்கி நகர்வதற்கான வளங்களை வழங்கி உறுதுணையாகக்‌ கனடா வாழ்‌ தமிழீழ 
மக்கள்‌ நிற்பார்கள்‌ என்பது எமது நம்பிக்கை! 

The UN Human Rights Council at its 30* Session passed a Resolution calling on the 
Government of Sri Lanka to establish a domestic mechanism with the participation of 
foreign judges to investigate the international crimes - namely genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes - committed before, during and after the Mullivaikal massacre. 
Because the Sri Lankan state is not ethnically neutral coupled with the fact that the 
crimes were committed by the Sri Lankan state itself, Tamils from the island of Sn 
Lanka and across the globe called for an international investigation as demonstrated by 
the 1.6 million signatures in the “Million Signature Campaign.” While we continue our 
campaign for an international investigation, we also have to utilize the UNHRC 
Resolution to push for the participation of international judges in a judicial capacity and 











es 


also to expose the duplicity of the Sri Lankan state. 


There is space in the current international jurisprudence and international relations for 
non-state entities to effect changes. The establishment of the MAP is an exercise in this 
endeavor. We need not remain as an object and be happy with “good will” and handouts 
from states. By mobilizing global Tamils and by galvanizing the support of the 
worldwide human rights community, we, the Eelam Tamil nation, a non-state entity, can 
effect change. As the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Al-Hussain said, the 
founding fathers of the International Criminal Court were a few individuals (including 
himself). States did not support the ICC and in fact were and have been against it. Still 
the ICC has become a concrete institution. This is the current reality. In addition, the 
UN Human Rights Council - comprised exclusively of states - is not the only forum to 
mete out transitional justice. Domestic tribunals can also be agents of transitional 
Justice. 








The tasks ahead of us are huge, but are achievable. Because of our interest in bringing 
more people into deliberations with respect to our strategies and tactics corresponding to 
the evolving situations in the homeland and the world at large, we expanded the 
executive branch of the TGTE last month. 


We have a thoughtful, ambitious and winning agenda. We call upon everyone especially 
the second generation to join hands with us. Those of you who are interested in 
becoming stakeholders in the TGTE in Canada, contact the TGTE PM Office 


representative at yanitgte@yahoo.ca. 


The thirst of Tamils is Tamil Eelam 








தமிழரின்‌ தாகம்‌ தமிழீழத்‌ தாயகம்‌. 


நன்றி. 
கூட + 3S ot 


விசுவநாதன்‌ ருத்ரகுமாரன்‌ 
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Greetings from Gary Anandasangaree 


Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Rouge Park, Toronto, Canada 


It is my honour to congratulate the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) 
on hosting the 2016 Annual Human Rights Conference. 


Since its inception in 2010, the TGTE has persevered to ensure that the voices of Tamils 
around the globe are heard. Although, it has been six long years since the end of the war 
in Sri Lanka, stories of human rights violations and injustice against the Tamils continue 
to surface - many in the Tamil Diaspora are still left uncertain about the plight of their 
loved ones. Globally, Human Rights concerns continue to staggering heights, and 
thankfully, countries like Canada recognize the need for continued support to global 
communities, especially to minority ethnic communities. However, much work remains 
to be done, especially in terms of addressing root issues and offering progressive options 
for suppressed communities to feel represented. Much work lies ahead as we seek to 
address the lack of accountability for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide. 
Peace and justice for Tamils cannot be attained without an accountability mechanism 
that has the confidence of the victim community. 


I commend the efforts by members and supporters of the Transnational Government of 
Tamil Eelam for hosting the Annual Human Rights Conference, and wish them 
continued success in representing the Tamil community. I look forward to working with 
you on issues of common interest. 


Yours very truly, 

Gary Anandasangaree 
Member of Parliament 
Scarborough-Rouge Park 
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GREETINGS FROM THE MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR MARKHAM-UNIONVILLE 
BoB SAROYA, M.P. 


On behalf of the Official Opposition and the Conservative Party of Canada, it gives me great pleasure to 
extend my greetings here tonight at the TGTE’s Annual Conference and Dinner Event 2016. 


Canada’s Tamil community has had a proud history marked by outstanding achievements and 
contributions to Canadian society. This has benefited and enriched the social makeup and cultural vitality 
of our nation. 


!am honored to have been invited to the TGTE’s Annual Conference and Dinner event and along with my 
best wishes for continued success, | also wish to you abundant happiness, health and prosperity. 


Congratulations once again! 


Bobo! Saag? 


Bob Saroya, M.P. 
Markham-Unionville 
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Greetings from the Leader of the Official Opposition 
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam 
Conference & Dinner 2016 


April 2, 2016 


| would like to extend my warmest wishes to the Transnational Government of Tamil 
Eelam’s Annual Conference and Dinner 2016. 


The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) is an organization that helps to 
unite the Tamil diaspora in pursuit of human rights and justice. 


Last year, | signed the petition that called on the United Nations to investigate the genocide 
that occurred in Sri Lanka. | commend members of the TGTE in Canada for their efforts 
that strive for peace and reconciliation. 


| would also like to thank the attendees for making this event a success. Your commitment 
and dedication has created an excellent opportunity for the people of Ontario to learn about 
the vibrant Tamil culture. 

On behalf of the Ontario Progressive Conservative Caucus, | offer my best wishes for an 
enlightening evening. 


Kind Regards, 


LE ob fy 


Patrick Brown 
MPP - Simcoe North 
Leader of the Official Opposition 
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Ontario 


ANDREA HORWATH 


LEADER OF ONTARIO’S NDP CHEF DU NPD DE LONTARIO 








To the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam, 


On behalf of Ontario’s New Democrats, | want to congratulate the Transnational 
Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) on the success of your Annual Human Rights Conference 
and Dinner. 


This is a truly special opportunity to celebrate the invaluable contributions that Tamil 
Canadians make to our country and our province, and appreciate the great work being done 
by Tamil volunteers, activists and community organizers who are working for human rights, 
equality and justice here at home, and abroad. 


We recognize the extraordinary strength of members of the Tamil community to overcome 
hardship, struggle for justice, and prosper. In doing so, setting an example for all Ontarians 
to support their neighbours, care for all members of the community, empower young 
people and actively engage in the expression of their democratic rights. 


New Democrats are proud to have worked alongside the Tamil community and we are 
proud to recognize and honour the important contributions that people of Tamil heritage 
make to our province. Ontario is better, and more vibrant, for all these inspiring efforts. 


We look forward to continuing to work with members of the Tamil community for a better 
province, where we all succeed. 


Thank you to the TGTE for all of your work. All the very best for a wonderful event! 


ACS 


Andrea Horwath 
Leader of the Ontario NDP 
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A Personal Message from MPP Bas Balkissoon 


As a Member of Provincial Parliament, I am pleased to extend my congratulations to the 
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam on their annual Human Rights Conference 
and Dinner. 


I would also like to offer my warmest greetings to all those in attendance, and appreciate 
the vast distances that some of you may have traveled. Especially, I would like to 
recognize the hard work of Mr. Nimal Vinayagamoorthy in organizing this event. 


To see a group of people from across countries come together is truly heart-warming. 
Human Rights have been universally declared and I sincerely hope every global citizen 
shares in these rights. Democracy runs best when people are taking an interest for what 
they believe in, and more of this is exactly what needs to be seen. 


Please accept my congratulations for another successful event and for future years of 
growth and prosperity. 


Yours Sincerely, 
yay bate Sr 


Bas Balkissoon, MPP Queen’s Park, Toronto 
Scarborough-Rouge River April 2, 2016 














Message from the Mayor 


it is my pleasure to extend greetings and a warm welcome to everyone 
attending the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam's Annual 
Conference and Dinner 2015. 


On behalf of Toronto City Council, | thank all those involved in organizing 
this event and offer my best wishes for continued success. 


Yours truly, 


“த்க்‌ ச்‌ 
(4 
Mayor John Tory 


City of Toronto 
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Logan Kanapathi 
Councillor, Ward 7 
April 2, 2016 


GREETINGS FROM THE CITY OF MARKHAM 


On behalf of the Markham Council, I am very pleased to extend my best wishes and greetings to 
the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) on the occasion of their Annual Human 
Rights Conference and Dinner on April 2, 2016. 


Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam, an organization that was born after the last stages of 
brutal war in Sm Lanka in May 2009 is like a shadow government structure formed by Tamil 
Diaspora to address the Tamil issues. Almost seven years after the brutal last stages of the three 
decade war, the plight of Tamil people in motherland remains unchanged. The north and east part 
of Sri Lanka, the Tamil traditional home land is dominated by Sn Lankan armed forces and 
paramilitary forces. Humiliation, human rights violations, disregard for the human dignity and 
indifference in the face of suffering and vulnerable people - this is the plight Tamul people in Sn 
Lanka. As such, a structure like Transnational Government is inevitable to address the issues of 
the voiceless and oppressed people and to get the International community involved to protect the 
fundamental human and democratic rights of the Tamil Nation in Sn Lanka. I commend TGTE 
for speaking out on behalf of the marginalized, oppressed victims of social injustice. The solidarity 





of the Tamil Diaspora is the future for the Tamils in motherland. 


As a Councillor, I am pleased to extend my best wishes for a productive and successful evening for 
Human Rights in Sri Lanka. 





Sincerely, 


Neyo 


Logan Kanapathi 
Councillor, City of Markham 


The Corporation of the City of Markham : 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3 
Tel: 905.479.7748 - Fax: 905.479.7763 : e-mail: Ikanapathi@markham.ca : www.markham.ca 


@ Ms அந்தத்‌ 
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பதிவு எண்‌: 56/48/2013 
ஓர்‌ இனத்தின்‌ பெருங்கனவு 


எங்கள்‌ இனமக்களின்‌ தமிழீழ விடுதலைக்‌ கனவு, அம்மண்ணில்‌ 
எங்கள்‌ சுய நிர்ணய உரிமைக்காகப்‌ போராட யாருமற்றுப்‌ போனதால்‌ 
தள்ளிப்‌ போய்க்கொண்டிருக்கிறது. பன்னாட்டு மனித உரிமை ஆணையம்‌, 
கடந்த 4 ஆண்டுகள்‌ காலமாக தமிழர்களிடம்‌ பெருத்த எதிர்பார்ப்பை உண்டு 
செய்தது. ஜெனிவாவில்‌ நடந்த மொத்த நிகழ்வுகளையும்‌ ஐக்கிய அமெரிக்க 
HIG மற்றும்‌ அதன்‌ கூட்டணி நாடுகளால்‌ குருதி வெறி பிடித்த இராஜபக்சே 
அரசை விழ்த்தி, சத்தமற்ற அமெரிக்க ஆதரவு இன அழிப்பு ஆட்சியைக்‌ 
கொண்டுவர முயற்சி மேற்கொள்ளப்படுகிறது. 


நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசு அமையப்‌ பெற்றதிலிருந்து, பன்னாட்டு 
அரங்கில்‌ இலங்கையின்‌ இன ஒழிப்புக்கு எதிராக வெளிப்படையாக 
மோதிக்கொண்டுதானிருக்கிறது. ஆனாலும்‌, மற்ற தமிழ்‌ அமைப்புகள்‌, 1948 
முதல்‌ தமிழர்களுக்கு சிங்களர்களால்‌ என்றுமே நியாயம்‌ 
வழங்கப்படவில்லை என்பதைப்‌ புரிந்துகொள்ளாமல்‌, 
இனப்படுகொலையாளிகளின்‌ பக்கம்‌ போயிருப்பது வேதனை அளிப்பதாக 
இருக்கிறது. அண்ணன்‌ ருத்ரகுமாரன்‌ பல்வேறு களங்களில்‌ ஈழச்‌ சிக்கலைக்‌ 
கொண்டுசெல்வதில்‌ தொய்வின்றி செயல்பட்டுக்கொண்டிருக்கிறார்‌. நாடு 
கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசு, ஒரு வன்முறையற்ற, அமைதி வழியிலான, 
மக்களாட்சிப்‌ பாதையிலான தீர்வை அடைய உறுதியாக நிற்கிறது. 


உலகச்‌ சமூகம்‌, தமிழர்‌ மீதான கடும்‌ ஒடுக்குமுறையை உணர்ந்து, 
சுய நிர்ணயத்திற்கான நம்‌ உரிமையை அங்கீகரிக்கும்‌ வேளை 
வந்துவிட்டது. நாடு கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசு 10 இலட்சம்‌ பேரிடம்‌ கையெழுத்து 
இயக்கம்‌, உலகெங்கிலும்‌ மனித உரிமைகளுக்கான மாநாடுகள்‌ என 
ஈழத்தமிழர்களின்‌ தொடர்‌ வேதனைகளை உலகச்‌ சமூகத்திடம்‌ 
கொண்டூசேர்த்து வருகிறது. ஒரு உண்மையறியும்‌ குழு ஒன்றை ஈழத்திற்கு 
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பதிவு எண்‌: 56/48/2013 

இந்தப்‌ போராட்டத்தின்‌ தொடர்ச்சியாக, நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசு 
மனித உரிமை மாநாட்டின்‌ ஆண்டூ விழாவையும்‌, இரவு உணவையும்‌, 
ஏப்ரல்‌ மாதம்‌, 2ஆம்‌ நாள்‌, 2016 இல்‌ ஏற்பாடூ செய்துள்ளது. உலகெங்கிலும்‌ 
உள்ள தமிழர்களுக்கு ஓர்‌ வலிமையான அரசியலைக்‌ கட்டி எழுப்ப, 
அதைக்கொண்டு தமிழர்‌ அரசமைக்க, அந்த வலிமையைக்‌ கொண்டு தமிழர்‌ 
விடுதலையை வென்றெடுக்க தமிழகத்தில்‌ வரும்‌ தேர்தலில்‌ நாம்‌ 234 
தொகுதிகளிலும்‌ போட்டியிட உள்ளோம்‌. மே 18, 2009, இன ஒழிப்புக்குப்‌ 
பின்‌ உருவான நாம்‌ தமிழர்‌ கட்சி, நம்‌ இனமக்களின்‌ வலியை 
உண்மையாகப்‌ புரிந்துகொண்டுள்ளது. நாம்‌ சுதந்திர தமிழீழக்‌ கனவை 
உயர்த்திப்‌ பிடிக்க மீண்டும்‌ உறுதியேற்று, நாடு கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசு, 
தமிழர்களின்‌ விடுதலைக்கானப்‌ புனிதப்போராட்டத்தை இடைவிடாது 
நடத்தவேண்டும்‌ என வாழ்த்துகிறது. இந்த நிகழ்வை ஒழுங்கு 
செய்திருக்கும்‌ திரு.நிமால்‌ வினாயகமூர்த்திக்கும்‌, தமிழீழச்‌ சுடரை 
அணையவிடாமல்‌ ஏந்தியிருக்கும்‌ நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசுக்கும்‌ என்‌ 
மனமார்ந்த பாராட்டுகள்‌. 


நாள்‌: 4/3/2016 புரட்சி வாழ்த்துகளுடன்‌ 
2 





தலைமை ஒருங்கிணைப்பாளர்‌ 


நாம்தமிழர்‌ கட்சி 
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Authorize Dealer 





Arming yourself with information is a must when 
you are dealing with an auto mechanic. Better | 
than 99 percent of auto mechanics are 100 — 
percent honest. It's that 1 percent you have to 
look out for. Be prepared for anything by brushing 
. - up on the most common schemes and scams. 
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THE VADDUKODDAI RESOLUTION articutatine a FREE AND INDEPENDENT 


TAMIL EELAM MORE PROFOUND AND RELEVANT NOW THAN EVER BEFORE 
Rekindling the fervour. the passion, the desire that the Vaddukodai Resolution aroused 





Seas 


Senator TGTE 


dependent Tamil Eelam, that which won an overwhelming democratic mandate in the 1977 general 

elections, draws near on May 14, 2016, no one can refute how absolutely profound, and vitally rele- 
vant this declaration STILL IS for Eelam Tamils and how now at this critical time, it is undeniably even more 
profound and relevant than ever before! 


A s the 40th anniversary of the passage of the Vaddukoddai Resolution! , articulating a free and in- 


Vow To Uphold 


Wherever we may be, beholden to truth and justice, and never wavering for small favours, never accepting 
small scraps thrown at us, never persuaded by those nations that colonised us, lumped us together and creat- 
ed the inequality; never listening to yet others who fought for their own freedom, but begrudge ours; Eelam 
Tamils must not yield or capitulate but vow without reservation, to uphold the fundamental precepts enunci- 
ated in the Vaddukoddai Resolution - a declaration that affirms and avows, “the restoration and reconstitution 
of a Free, Sovereign, Secular, Socialist State of TAMIL EELAM,” that which must be considered equal to, and as 
sacrosanct as the 1776 American Declaration of Independence? is to all Americans; as the 1215 Magna Carta? 
is to the English; and, as the 1948 United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights* and other United 
Nations conventions are, to all freedom loving people of the world! 


Now is the time for Eelam Tamils to join hands with the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE), the 
International Tamil Youth Organisation and the International Council of Eelam Tamils who are (individually and 
collectively) calling for, in their words, all Tamil organisations and movements to commit to the Vaddukoddai 
Resolution: “...to work on projects which shall bolster the Vaddukoddai Resolution in this 40th anniversary 
year, and take it forward in all its dimensions with vigour towards our political goals.” 


The Revalidation in 2010 
We must not forget the Vaddukoddai Resolution obtained revalidation in January of 2010, by way of a Tamil 
Diaspora wide referendum®, taking place in the immediate aftermath of the final genocidal onslaught against 


Tamils in May 2009, in a war without witness, where between 40,0005 - 70,000’ - 146,6795 Tamils were 


allegedly massacred or disappeared. by the Sri Lankan military under the supervision and leadership of the 


Rajapaksa regime. 





Some of the Factors That Led to Tamil Separatism 


The Vaddukoddai Resolution was the outcome of decades of (Sri Lankan/Ceylon) Sinhala Buddhist hegemony 
over Tamils; its bigotry!® and betrayal,11 leading to, amongst other, the disenfranchisement of a million Tam- 
ils, affecting their representation, resulting in a Sinhala majoritarian stranglehold in parliament - ensuing in the 
passage of adverse legislation and policies in language, employment opportunities, cultural pursuits and edu- 
cation - in blatant discrimination against Tamils; in democratic, peaceful and Satyagraha inspired non-violent 
Gandhian protests being violently crushed; in the declaration of emergency; in the occupation of the Tamil 
homeland by the Sinhala army since 1958; in Sinhala state aided colonisation programmes intended to blur 
the demography; in the deliberate “snipping of cultural links with Tamilnadu by banning the import of Indian 
films, Indian books and magazines, and making Tamil pilgrim travel to India virtually impossible” (See: Witness 
to History by S Sivanayagam); in the advent of the 1972 illegal Republican Constitution giving Sinhala and 
Buddhism pride of place, changing the secular nature of the state, the passage of which took place outside 
parliament, that broke the unwritten covenant, that caused the Tamil parties to walk out from the ‘constituent 
assembly’, in disgust, resulting in the removal of the only supposedly entrenched safeguard, incorporated in 
the Soulbury constitution, article 29/2.13 Not to mention the outright rejection of the 6 point demand made 
by the Tamil parties, to amend the new constitution. 


See also Factors that Led to Tamil Separatism.14 


1972 Saw a More Potent Form of Tamil Nationalism Driven by Tamil Youth, To Counter a 
Virulent Form of Sinhalese Nationalism that Led to the Vaddukoddai Resolution 


As a response to a virulent form of Sinhalese nationalism, in ‘Witness To History, journalist, S Sivanayagam, 
writes about the birth of Tamil Nationalism and Tamil militancy that grew more potent in 1972 - leading to the 
creation of the Tamil Tiger Movement, called the ‘Tamil New Tigers by Veluppillai Pirabaharan barely 18 years 
old and the formation of the Tamil United Front (TUF) made up of the Federal Party, the Tamil Congress, the 
Ceylon Workers Congress, the Eelath Tamilar Otrumai Munnani and the All Ceylon Tamil Conference. Sivanay- 
agam writes, that was the year Mr. S Thondaman representing upcountry Tamils denounced the new consti- 
tution and decided that all Tamils must come together under one leadership pointing to Mr. SJ V Chelvanaya- 
kam. It was in the same year that Mr. Chelvanayakam resigned his Kanakesanturai seat, (to run on a mandate 
seeking freedom), reflecting the mood of Tamil Youth,” writes Sivanayagam: 


In the Federal Party Silver Jubilee volume in 1974 Mr. Chelvanayakam having resigned his seat and awaiting a 
by-election wrote about the need for the, “Tamil people to be a free people”: “In view of the events that have 
taken place, the Tamil people of Ceylon should have the right to determine their future - whether they are to 
be a subject race in Ceylon or they are to be a free people,” he wrote. 


An Attack On The Tamil International Conference 


Matters took a turn for the worse from then onwards; the violent assault on the people attending the Interna- 
tional Tamil Conference at Veerasingam Hall, Jaffna by the Sinhalese dominated Police under Mayor Durayap- 
pa, was the last straw that broke the camel’s back - resolving that enough was enough, Tamils needed to break 
out of the covenant that the Sinhalese had already broken: 

Sivanayagam writes: 





“The Conference attended by Tamil scholars from many parts of the world was held in Veerasingam Hall from 
3rd to 10th January 1974...The entire Jaffna town wore a festive air during that week. In a country where the 
Tamil language was denied any official recognition and where the Tamil people were themselves groaning un- 
der state oppression, what was undoubtedly the greatest international conference held in Jaffna was marred 
by tragedy on the final day. If the government in Colombo was antagonistic, the authorities in Jaffna were no 
less. Jaffna had a mayor in Alfred Durayappa, a Tamil himself but who was the henchman of the government, 
whose initial reluctance to permit the use of the open air theatre angered the people. Jaffna also had a Sin- 
halese dominated police force that already earned the hatred of the people. What should have been a grand 
finale to the conference ended in scenes of bedlam and tragedy. It was an unprecedented crowd estimated 
over 50,000, never before seen in Jaffna which had gathered at the esplanade opposite the hall. It was a sea of 
heads as one could see, reaching up to the moat of the Dutch fort in the background and loudspeakers were 
fixed to electric posts in the vicinity. By the time the proceedings began it was 8 pm. Prof. D. S Vidyananthan 
of the university, chairing the meeting invited Dr Naina Mohamed, a distinguished Tamil scholar from India to 
speak. it was while the latter was on his feet, that a tragic sequence of events began....... Just then a jeep and 
a truck with policeman armed and in steel helmets endeavoured to make their way through the crowd, the 
truck proceeded forward slowly until owing to the density of the crowd it could go no further. The policemen 
got off the vehicles and proceeded to hit everyone who stood in their path. And then fanning out they made 
a sustained and relentless attack on the people.. tear gas and gunshots added to the terror..several were 
overpowered by the fumes and Drs Vidyananthan and James Rutnam were rendered unconscious... and seven 
others were electrocuted as result of the police firing at the overhead wires.” 


“Events were beginning to move rapidly thereafter,’ Sivanayagam writes. The death of Sivakumaran a militant 
youth leader by swallowing cyanide when surrounded by police had a devastating effect. - the first such death 
by cyanide. Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s visit to open the Jaffna University arranged by Mayor 
Durayppa was met by youth protests: “a new wave of violence greeted her visit and bombs were thrown at a 
police jeep..” 


It would be remiss not to mention the editor of ‘Suthanthiran’, Kovai Mahesan!> whose writings had a great 
impact on the young. Satchi Sri Kantha in his article: ‘Remembering Kovai Mahesan’ wrote how he, “forfeited 
monetary and material comforts for following the path of (his boss) SJ V Chelvanayakam and inspired and 
fertilised the minds of the younger generation of Tamils by his writings and activism.” 


The Idea of Liberation 


Slowly the idea of “liberation” started to gel in the minds of Eelam Tamils. On the 5th of May 1976, nine days 
before the passage of the Vaddukoddai Resolution the ‘Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam’ (LTTE) was formed, 
from the old ‘Tamil New Tigers’ and the TUF also changed its name to the ‘Tamil United Liberation Front’ 


(TULF), adding the word “Liberation”. 
Examining Some Paragraphs of the Vaddukoddai Resolution 
The Vaddukoddai Resolution is a very comprehensive document that enshrines succinctly, with clarity, im- 


portant truths in addition to recalling incidents in the history of Eelam Tamils and their homeland along with 
the many legitimate grievances they had including their inherent right to Self-determination; that which was, 





“unanimously adopted at the 1st National Convention of the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF) held at 
Pannakam, Vaddukoddai on May 14, 1976 — presided over by Mr. S J V Chelvanayakam QC MP - that which 
received the overwhelming mandate of the Tamil people in the general election of 1977, where the TULF won 
18 of the 19 seats it contested. 


In examining the Vaddukoddai Resolution, it would be helpful to look at the last few paragraphs which clearly 
mark the steps the TULF was prepared to take including launching, “a non-violent direct action against the 
Government in order to win the freedom and the rights of the Tamils on the basis of the right to self-determi- 
nation.” The resolution explains how, “this last attempt by the TULF to win constitutional recognition of the 
rights of the Tamil Nation without jeopardising the unity of the country was callously ignored by the Prime 
Minister and the Government,” how, “ the opportunity provided by the TULF leader Mr. S J V Chelvanayakam 
Q.C. to vindicate the Government’s contention that their constitution had the backing of the Tamil people, by 
resigning his membership of the National State Assembly and creating a by-election, was deliberately put off 
for over two years in utter disregard of the democratic right of the Tamil voters of Kankesanturai,” how, “in the 
by-election held on 6th February 1975, the voters of Kankesanturai by a preponderant majority not only reject- 
ed the Republican Constitution imposed on them by the Sinhalese Government, but also gave the mandate to 
Mr. Chelvanayakam and through him to the TULF for the restoration and reconstitution of the Free, Secular, 
Socialist State of Tamil Eelam.” 


The Declaration States: 


“The first National Convention of the TULF meeting at Pannakam (Vaddukoddai Constituency) on the 14th day 
of May, 1976, hereby declares that the Tamils of Ceylon by virtue of their great language, their religion, their 
separate culture and heritage, their history of independent existence as a separate state over a distinct territo- 
ry over several centuries till they were conquered by the armed might of the European invaders and above all 
by their will to exist as a separate entity ruling themselves in their own territory, as a nation distinct and apart 
from the Sinhalese and this Convention announces to the world that the republican Constitution of 1972 has 
made the Tamils a slave nation ruled by the colonial masters, the Sinhalese, who are using the power they have 
wrongly usurped to deprive the Tamil Nation of its territory, language, citizenship, economic life, opportunities 
of employment and education, thereby destroying all the attributes of nationhood of the Tamil people,” and 
how, “taking note of the reservations in relation to its commitment to the setting up of a separate state of TAM- 
IL EELAM expressed by the Ceylon Worker congress as a Trade Union for the Plantation workers, the majority 
of who live and work outside the Northern and Easter areas, 

This convention resolves that the restoration and reconstitution of the Free, Sovereign, Secular, Socialist State 
of TAMIL EELAM, based on the right to self determination inherent to every nation, has become inevitable in 
order to safeguard the very existence of the Tamil Nation in this country.” 


A Call To The Youth 


And the final paragraph in the Vaddukoddai Resolution is an important one - it calls for the, “Tamil Youth in 
particular to come forward to throw themselves fully into the sacred fight for freedom”: 

“And this convention calls upon the Tamil nation in general and the Tamil youth in particular to come forward 
to throw themselves fully into the sacred fight for freedom and to flinch not till the goal of a sovereign state 
of TAMIL EELAM is reached.” 





Last Opportunity For Tamils of Eelam To Express Their True Aspirations 


The Vaddukoddai Resolution was not only an endorsement of the Tamil right to Self-determination,!© “it was 
the last time Tamils of Eelam were able to freely express their wish in a democratically conducted poll,” reflect- 
ing their aspiration for a separate and independent state of Tamil Eelam. The Sirimavo government’s response 
to arrest the momentum gained by the Vaddukoddai Resolution was to haul Mr. Appapillai Amirthalingam, 
Mr. M. Sivasithamparam, Mr. K P Ratnam and Mr. K Thurairatnam to court on charges of sedition, “arraigning 
them at a trial at bar on June 18, 197617 and later withdrawing the charge. The charge was that they were, 
“distributing the text of the resolution which called for a separate state.” The legal counsel for the defence 
were composed of Mr. M Tiruchelvam, Mr. 6 G Ponnabamam and Mr. SJ V Chelvanayagam, three giants in the 
island’s legal and political field. 


The Twin Articles of the 1976 Vaddukoddai Resolution & The 2013 Tamil Eelam Freedom 
Charter 


Furthermore, complimentary to the Vaddukoddai Resolution, and, “enshrining the freedom demands of Eelam 
Tamils,” is the 2013 Tamil Eelam Freedom Charter,1® considered similar to that of the 1955 Freedom Charter 
of the African National Congress (ANC)!9 and the 1964/68 Palestinian National Charter2° - this in accordance 
with the intentions of the promulgators, TGTE led by Prime Minister Visuvanathan Rudrakmaran - essentially 
created to move the Vaddukoddai Resolution forward. One which was drafted after wide consultations, the 
Tamil Eelam Freedom Charter codifies fundamental international and domestic human rights and humanitar- 
ian law. 


Eelam Tamils must see these twin articles as safeguarding the Tamil homeland, reaffirming the Tamil people 
as a nation of people entitled to the right to self determination and as a means of re-establishing, reinforc- 
ing and facilitating law and order, fairness, justice and good governance in Tamil Eelam. 


The Diasporas “Will Remain A Critical Factor In Any Conflict Resolution” 


It may also be useful to refer to a scholarly article: ”Empowering Diasporas: The Dynamics of Post-war Trans- 
national Tamil Politics“21, released by the Berghof Peace Support Foundation in 2010 - where authors, Lukshi 
Vimalarajah and R. Cheran, suggest in page 8, that, “any political settlement of the ethno-political conflict in Sri 
Lanka will only be sustainable if the Tamil Diaspora is included as an essential stakeholder in conflict resolution 
efforts and their concerns are given due consideration”. Read also On Responsible Distance: An Interview with 
R. Cheran by Aparna Halpé that provides further insight into Diaspora Tamils.*4 


The authors, Vimalarajah and Cheran, who are academics of repute, question some of the conclusions reached 
by the International Crisis Group (ICG) in their 2010 report entitled: The Sri Lanka Tamil Diaspora After the 
LTTE23 - the ICG opining that, “the Transnational Government is being, “kept at வாராக length by Western 
governments, given its resemblance to a government-in-exile, even if the group does not claim this status,” it 
adds. The ICG also suggesting, “a pro- separatist agenda” as not being conducive to “ a just and sustainable 
peace”. Vimalarajah and R. Cheran however in page 18 suggest otherwise: 


| Quote: 
“The recommendation of the ICG report to the host governments to support moderate, non-separatist voices 
within the diaspora raises questions concerning its effectiveness. The moderates have seldom been the driving 


force behind radical and fundamental changes in conflict contexts - although the peace building community 
still places all its hopes in the power of moderate civil society for social and political change. However, those 
who are traditionally classified as ‘extremists’ are also those who are firmly rooted in their constituencies, 
are at the driving seat of decision-making processes, have a wide network, enjoy the trust of the community 
and are influential. They have the potential to bring sustainable peace. In the case of the Tamil Diaspora, the 
overwhelming majority of the Tamil Diaspora that endorsed the quest for a separate state in the recently held 
referenda are also classified as ‘extremists’ since they endorsed a separate state vision. It would be politically 
imprudent to isolate this powerful section and disengage and ignore this socio-political reality. An increased 
communication and dialogue with all the sections and different shades of the diaspora will help to improve 
policy-makers’ understanding of the complex social and political web woven around transnational diaspora 
politics.” 

End Quote 


Furthermore it is our hope, that all the groups mentioned in pages, 19, 20, 21, forming the Tamil Diaspora 
whom the authors refer to as one entity, the all, “important transnational political actor,’ will undoubted 
converge to celebrate this landmark 40th year of the Vaddukoddai Resolution - the authors listing the “five 
major Tamil diaspora initiatives after May 2009” that have emerged as being the TGTE, the Global Tamil Forum 
(GTF), the Vaddukoddai Referendum group, the Tamil National Councils and ‘Tamil Diaspora second generation 
youth’. 


TGTE not a ‘Government in Exile’ 


There’s no question that ICG’s argument that the TGTE is a ‘government-in-exile is flawed - because TGTE is 
a prime example of transnational politics and operates in all the major cities of the world, with elected and 
appointed members representing the countries they live and work in. TGTE has a functioning parliament - an 
upper chamber and a lower chamber in addition to a cabinet. 


A Well Crafted Joint Statement Setting Out Future Strategic Action 


The TGTE preparing to mark the 40th anniversary of the Vaddukoddai Resolution, released a joint statement24 
for Thai Thirunaal, together with the International Tamil Youth Organisation and the International Council of 
Eelam Tamils, calling on, “all Tamil organisations and movements founded on the principles of the Vaddukod- 
dai Resolution to come forward and work together on this momentous occasion.” 


Despite The Draconian Sixth Amendment The Push for Self Rule Will Continue 

This joint statement mentions, in disgust, the final nail on the coffin, when in 1983 the J R Jayawardene gov- 
ernment, “introduced the draconian Sixth Amendment to the Constitution which denied people their freedom 
of expression and criminalised the advocacy of a separate state of TAMIL EELAM, removing today the political 
space for Tamils to express their true political aspirations.” 

“However”, the statement reiterates that “through exercising the inherent right of all Nations to self-determi- 
nation according to universal law, Eelam Tamils continue to claim their right to self-rule,” and that, “despite the 
efforts of Sri Lanka and its apparatus of state terrorism through the genocidal war unleashed in Mullivaaikaal 
to suppress the Tamil people’s thirst for freedom, Tamils the world over continue to breathe the thoughts and 
dreams of a free Tamil Eelam.” 





“What’s in it for Tamils in the Proposed New Constitution? 


At the time of writing, considering the Sri Lankan government has not moved an inch towards devolving 
power and all we hear is that the country will remain unitary and that the army won’t budge from Tamil 
Eelam, we can’t risk doing nothing - and lose it all. If the country will remain unitary, what’s in it for Tamils 
is a fair and reasonable question to ask - A question so paramount at this time for Eelam Tamils as moves are 
a foot for a ‘Constitutional Assembly’ to be convened on 5th April to begin the drafting of a new constitution 
that’s expected in 2017. With the Sinhalese Governor encouraging mixed marriages and calling for integra- 
tion in the North; with the Northern Provincial Council showing its concern by passing a resolution asking 
the President to stop Tamil lands being colonised by military families,”2> it’s obvious nothing has changed 
except for some cosmetic props that have been put in place to impress the outside world. 


Tamils Need To Go Forward - United and Strong towards a Referendum 


A convergence of views towards one goal - that of carrying forward the Vaddukoddai Resolution and what 
it stands for, is now more critical! One loud united voice is stronger, better, more forceful, than a number of 
diluted voices lurking to no avail - actually putting pressure to bear, to convince the international commu- 
nity through diplomacy and engagement that a UN supervised referendum is the only satisfactory way to 
sustainable peace in the island. We ask that you travel with the TGTE on this sacred journey! 

We need that one strong, loud, forceful united Tamil voice - now! 


http://www.sangam.org/FB_HIST_DOCS/vaddukod.htm 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence 
http://www.bl.uk/magna-carta/articles/magna-carta-english-translation 
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
https://www.tamilnet.com/img/publish/2012/10/VKR_report.pdf 
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/Sri_Lanka/POE_Report_Full.pdf 
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http://www.anc.org.za/show.php ?id=72 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_National_Covenant 
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24 http://tamildiplomat.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Press-Release.pdf 
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EDUCATION OF THE TAMILS 
- A Forward Look 





(lhavendra “கை PhD, DABR, CRE 
Minister of Education and Human Resources 
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam 


he Tamils are a proud people with a rich history. Spread across the globe, they share the same ethnic 

identity, linguistic endowment, literary achievement and cultural heritage, wherever be their place of 

domicile. For over two millennia Tamils have cherished education and have placed a premium value 
in it. Even in ancient times our poets have said so tersely that numeracy and literacy are the two eyes of the 
people. 


“எண்ணென்ப ஏனை எழுத்தென்ப இவ்விரண்டும்‌ 
கண்ணென்ப வாழும்‌ உயிர்க்கு” (திருக்குறள்‌:392) 


“Ennenpa Enai Ezhuththenpa Ivvirantum 
Kannenpa Vaazhum Uyirkku” (Thiruk kural 392) 


With such a credo providing inspiration, the world has seen Tamils as Nobel Laureates, mathematicians, and 
literary giants. Their intellectual prowess seen in the pursuit of knowledge is a motive force for the current 
generation to follow if not to excel. The Tamils viewed education in multiple ways. In their culture, learning was 
exalted. Pursuit of knowledge apart, education provided the means to economic advancement and upward 
social mobility. As important were the infinite possibilities that the world outside offered. 


The modern world has seen incredible changes in the last two centuries. Political upheavals have transformed 
social organization so drastically as to redistribute the benefits of development more evenly. Advances in ed- 
ucation, reaching a very wide spectrum is among the primary benefits. Phenomenal developments in science 
and technology have significantly altered the content of education even as they have raised the level of human 
aspirations. The frontiers of knowledge have been within the increasing grip of wider society and particularly 
of newly emergent communities. Tamils of Sri Lanka were swift at grasping the opportunities that the new vis- 
tas opened. They studied avidly, acquired a fund of specialized knowledge, made a mark in their land of birth 
and spread out to the extremities of the globe. This was a remarkable phenomenon in the first three quarters 
of the last century. These were disquieting to the Sinhalese. They discerned that to destroy the Tamils they 
must destroy their education. To this purpose they directed the powers of the state. 


Standardization, iniquitous in every way and most unfair by the Tamil: student was the tool that was employed. 
What is standardization? Shorn of all camouflage it simply means that Tamil students-scoring high marks are 
refused admission to universities and their place is given to Sinhalese students scoring lower marks. This pro- 
cedure same in effect though couched in unintelligible terminology has gone on for 44 years from 1972 and 





has succeeded in marginalizing the Tamil students most unfairly. Conversely a disproportionate share has been 
awarded to the majority community the Sinhalese. 


Severely restricting higher education at the Universities was seen as the most potent way of emasculating 
education down the line even at secondary level. In the last three decades, war has left among the Tamils 
its devastating mark on education. The whole system was affected in multiple ways. Equity and justice would 
demand that redress is needed for the losses of the past. 


The benefits of modern developments which the world derived were denied to the Tamils for three decades. 
The time is now to focus attention in resuscitating the educational environment which earlier helped build a 
learned society. To move with the times it is prudent to identify the field offering the best prospects. Decisions 
have to be made in the light of the particular strengths of the student community which is yet demonstrating 
its capability even in the midst of adversity. It has the capacity for courses leading to the coveted professions. 
The laudable performance of the younger generation in the Tamil Diaspora is evidence to what intellectual 
endowment can achieve in an environment supportive of academic pursuits. 


In the pursuit of education many a challenge is faced by the student community. The issue of heavy dropouts 
particularly in the post primary classes remains unresolved. Admission to universities is severely restricted. 
Above all is the sharp and steady decline in academic standards, traceable to deficiencies in teaching. There is 
no attempt to maintain even a seeming parity, with foreign countries of comparable development. The neglect 
of English education accounts largely for this situation. Cutting across all issues is inadequacy in buildings and 
equipment. Whatever be the magnitude of the problem confronting the country, Tamil students experience a 
greater sense of deprivation. If war contributed to it, peace should redress it. It has not happened. 


The ties of kinship that the diaspora has with the Tamils of Sri Lanka, cast a heavy responsibility upon it to safe- 
guard their interests. It enjoys certain advantages. It is beyond the reach of governmental snares of Sri Lanka. 
It is well positioned to articulate the demands of the resident Tamils with political contacts intact. In addition it 
has financial clout. Strategic location in cities of political and economic consequence endows it with the power 
of communication and persuasion. This power can extend to high offices as well as important institutions like 
UN, World Bank and ADB. By mobilizing all its strengths, the Tamil diaspora can help the Tamil student com- 
munity to reach its potential. 
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MONITORING ACCOUNTABILITY PANEL (MAP) 





ஞானேஸ்வரன்‌.5 
MAP ஒருங்கிணைப்பாளர்‌ (கனடா) 
நாக த அரசாங்க பணிமனை (கனடா) 





மே 2009 ல்‌ ஈழத்தமிழரின்‌ வாழ்வுரிமைக்கான ஆபுதப்போராட்டம்‌, பல்வேறு தேவைகளுக்காக, 
சிறிலங்காவுடன்‌ ஒத்துழைத்த பல உலக நாடூகளின்‌ உதவியோடூ வலிந்து நிறுத்தப்பட்டபோது, 
இதற்கு மாற்றீடாக உருவாக்கப்பட்டதுதான்‌ நாடூகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌. நா க த அரசாங்கத்தை 
உருவாக்கியவர்களின்‌ தூரநோக்கு, யதார்த்தத்தை உணர்ந்த சிந்தனைத்‌ தெளிவு, தமிழினப்‌ 

பற்று என்பன கண்டு உலகமே வியந்தது. சிறிலங்காவின்‌ கட்டூப்பாடுகளுக்கு வெளியேயும்‌, நாம்‌ 
வாழும்‌ நாடுகளின்‌ சட்டங்களுக்குட்பட்டும்‌ நா க த அரசாங்கம்‌ தன்னைப்‌ பலப்படூத்திக்கொண்டு, 
ஈழத்தமிழரின்‌ விடிவுக்கான முன்னெடுப்புகளை பலமுனைகளிலும்‌ செய்ய ஆரம்பித்தது. உலகின்‌ 
பல பாகங்களிலும்‌ தமிழர்கள்‌ முள்ளிவாய்கால்‌ இனப்படுகொலைக்கெதிரான போராட்டங்களை 
நடாத்தினார்கள்‌. நெருக்கடியை சமாளிக்கமுடியாத சிறிலங்கா GHAM என்ற ஆணைக்குழுவின்‌ 
அறிக்கையை னுநஉநஅடிநச 2011 வெளிவரச்செய்து உலகத்துக்கு காட்டியபோது உலகின்‌ 
வல்லரசுகளே முன்னின்று அதற்கெதிராக “Promoting Accountability and Reconciliation in Sri Lanka” 
என்ற தீர்மானமொன்றை. ஐ நா மனித உரிமைகள்‌ ஆணையத்தின்‌ 19 கூட்டத்தொடரில்‌ ஆயசஉஉ௱ 
2012 ல்‌ சமர்ப்பித்தன. 


அப்போதே நா க த அரசாங்கம்‌ சிறிலங்காவில்‌ நடைபெற்றது இனப்படுகொலை என்றும்‌ 

அதை விசாரிக்க சர்வதேச போர்க்குற்ற விசாரணை அவசியம்‌ என்றும்‌ கூறியது. இது வஞ்சம்‌ 
தீர்ப்பதற்கல்ல மாறாக சிறிலங்காவில்‌ சர்வதேச சட்டங்களுக்கு ஒத்த நீதிவழங்கும்‌ பொறிமுறை 
இல்லை என்பதும்‌, மற்றும்‌ அங்கு மனித உரிமைகள்‌ ஆணையத்தின்‌ சுயாதீனம்‌ இல்லை 
என்பதுமான காரணங்களுக்காகவேயாகும்‌ . சுயாதீனமான விசாரணையில்‌ கண்டறியப்பட்ட 
உண்மைகளின்‌ அடிப்படையில்‌ தான்‌ நல்லிணக்கம்‌ ஏற்படலாம்‌ என்பதற்கு தென்‌ ஆபிரிக்கா சிறந்த 
உதாரணமாகும்‌. 


நா க த அரசாங்கம்‌ இதை வலியுறுத்தி பல போராட்டங்களை முன்னெடுத்தது. Prof. Ramu 
Manivannan அவர்களின்‌ Hiding the Elephant என்ற புத்தக வெளியீடு, ஜெனிவாவை நோக்கிய 
நடைபயணம்‌, ஒரு மில்லியன்‌ கை எழுத்து, ஏற்கனவே சர்வதேச போர்க்குற்ற விசாரணைகளை 
நடாத்தி அனுபவப்பட்ட நீதிமான்௧களால்‌ நடாத்தப்பட்ட பத்திரிகையாளர்‌ மாநாடு. Commonwealth 
Summit Boycott வலியுறுத்தல்‌, தாய்த்‌ தமிழகத்தின்‌ வரலாற்று முக்கியத்துவம்‌ வாய்ந்த 
மாநிலங்களவைத்‌ தீர்மானம்‌ என்பனவற்றோடூ இனப்படுகொலையின்‌ குற்றவாளிகளென சிலரையும்‌ 
அடையாளம்‌ காட்டியது போன்ற பல முனைகளில்‌ போராட்டங்கள்‌ நடைபெற்றன. அத்தோடூ ஐ நா 
மனித உரிமை ஆணையத்தின்‌ உப குழு கூட்டத்தில்‌ முதல்முறையாக நா ௧ த அரசாங்கம்‌ சார்பில்‌ 








Mr. Geoffrey Robertson QC உரையாற்றினார்‌. இதே காலப்பகுதியில்‌ ஈழத்தமிழர்களின்‌ அரசியல்‌ 
போராட்ட நடவடிக்கைகள்‌ முனைப்புப்‌ பெற்று தமிழ்த்‌ தேசியத்தை வலியுறுத்திய கூட்டமைப்பை 
உலகமே வியக்கும்‌ வண்ணம்‌ வெற்றிகொள்ளச்‌ செய்தனர்‌. சிறிலங்காவில்‌ இதுவரை காலமும்‌ 
நடந்துவந்த அப்பட்டமான மனித உரிமை மீறல்கள்‌ இறுதிப்‌ போரில்‌ நடந்த இனப்பபடுகொலை 
என்பன ஊாயநநெட 4 உள்ளிட்ட பல வழிகளிலும்‌ முழு உலகுக்கே தெரிய வந்தது. 

ஆனாலும்‌ சிறிலங்காவின்‌ தீவிர எதிர்‌ நடவடிக்கைகளாலும்‌ இந்திய அரசின்‌ தடூமாற்றத்தாலும்‌ 

பல பின்னடைவும்‌ ஏற்பட்டு பின்‌ இறுதியாக வலு குறைக்கப்பட்ட ஒரு தீர்மானம்‌, March 2014 

ல்‌ ஐ நா மனித உரிமை ஆணையத்தினால்‌ முன்வைக்கப்பட்டது. தீர்மானத்தின்‌ பிரகாரம்‌ உயர்‌ 
ஆணையர்‌ அறிக்கை ஒன்றைத்‌ தயாரிக்க எடூத்த முயற்சிக்கு சிறிலங்கா காட்டிய எதிர்ப்பும்‌ 
அங்கு நடைபெற்றவையும்‌ அந்‌ நாட்டின்‌ உண்மை சொரூபத்தை உலகிற்கு தெளிவாகக்காட்டியது. 
இறுதியில்‌ மனித உரிமைகள்‌ உயர்‌ ஆணையரின்‌ மிக விரிவான அறிக்கை September 2015 
வெளிவந்தபோது உலகம்‌ உண்மையை தெளிவாக அறிந்துகொண்டது. இது சிறிலங்காவில்‌ ஆட்சி 
மாற்றத்தையும்‌ ஏற்படுத்த வல்லரசுகளின்‌ நிலைப்பாட்டிலும்‌ தளர்வு ஏற்பட்டது. இதையொட்டி October 
2015 ல்‌ மிகவும்‌ மாற்றமடைந்த Promoting Reconciliation, Accountability and Human Rights in Sri 
Lanka” என்ற தீர்மானமே எடூக்கப்படது. 





நா க த அரசாங்கம்‌ இந்த சூழ்நிலையையும்‌ எமக்கு சாதகமாக பாவித்து சர்வதேச சமூகம்‌ 
விதித்த வரையறைக்குள்‌ நின்று கொண்டே போராட முடிவெடூத்ததன்‌ விளைவுதான்‌ “பொறுப்புடமை 
கண்காணிப்புக்‌ குழு” - Monitoring Accountability Panel (MAP). சிறிலங்கா தனது அரச 

பலம்‌ அனைத்தையும்‌ பாவித்து இந்த தீர்மானத்தில்‌ கிடைக்ககூடிய “இடைவெளிகள்‌', மாற்று 
வியாக்கியானங்கள்‌ வழமையான இழுத்தடிப்பு என்பன செய்ய எத்தனிக்கும்‌ என்பது அறிந்தவிடயம்‌. 
அதே நேரம்‌ உள்ளரில்‌ பல போலி உறுதிமொழிகளை வழங்கி நொந்து போயிருக்கும்‌ எம்‌ மக்கள்‌ 
மத்தியில்‌ ஒரு மாயையும்‌ உருவாக்கும்‌. இதற்காக புலம்பெயர்‌ தேசத்திலும்கூட பல பரப்புரைகளை 
வரச்செய்யும்‌. இவற்றை சட்ட நுணுக்கங்களுக்குள்‌ நின்று பாதிக்கப்பட்ட எம்‌. மக்களுக்கான நீதி 
வழங்கல்‌ என்ற ஒரே நோக்கத்தோடூ செய்யக்கூடியவர்கள்‌ இந்த அனுபவம்‌ வாய்ந்த வல்லுனர்கள்‌. 
இதுவரை காலமும்‌ உள்ளூர்‌ பயங்கரவாதப்‌ பிரச்சனை' என்ற போர்வைக்குள்‌ நின்று செய்யப்பட்ட 
அப்பட்டமான மனித உரிமை மீறல்களை எதிர்த்து எமது அளப்பரிய அர்ப்பணிப்புகள்‌, மற்றும்‌ 
அரிதாக கிடைத்த சர்வதேச நிலமைகள்‌ காரணமாக எமது வாழ்வாதார உரிமைப்பிரச்சனை 
“மனிதஉரிமைகள்‌, சமநீதி: என்ற வடிவத்தில்‌ உலகத்தின்‌ முன்‌ வந்துள்ளது. இது எவ்வளவு 
சிறியதானாலும்‌ இதை தவறவிடூவது அந்த மக்களுக்கு நாம்‌ செய்யும்‌ துரோகமாகும்‌. 

இந்தக்‌ கண்காணிப்புக்குழு தனது பணியை செவ்வனே செய்ய ஓட்டுமொத்த தமிழினமும்‌ இணைந்து 
பாடுபடவேண்டூுமென்பதே நா க த அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ வேண்டுகோளாகும்‌. 











௮௩ மூள்ளிவாய்க்கால்‌ 
எமது as itl sic 


Richard J Rogers (UK) ப்‌ oo! iraud (France) 


Panel Member and Secretary ; el Member 
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உலசெங்கம்‌ நீதி கோரி ஒந இலட்சம்‌ மரங்கள்‌ நாட்டுவோம்‌ 





TREES FOR JUSTICE CAMPAIGN 


REMEMBERING MULLAIVAIKAL 





Member of the Senate TGTE 


n the months leading up to May 2009, as a genocide was carried out against the Tamil people in Mullaivai- 
ரய by the Sri Lankan Armed Forces it was clear that there was not much global concern for their suffering 

or for principles of justice and humanity. 
From Big Powers such as the USA and UK to international organisations such as the United Nations there 
was a deafening silence as innocent Tamil men, women and children were butchered in broad daylight. It 
took over four years for the world community to wake up to the horrific crimes committed against the Tamil 
people with the series of resolutions at the UN Human Rights Council calling for an independent interna- 
tional inquiry into the war crimes and crimes against humanity. 


As Eelam Tamils and their supporters worldwide continue to struggle to end the impunity of Sri Lanka’s 
political and military elite for their role in the Mullaivaikal genocide there are a few things to keep in mind. 


Firstly, we are living in a period where globally there is a fatigue in the public mind, media and governments 
with the usual forms of protest/attention seeking for various causes like rallies, public meetings, confer- 
ences etc., There are dozens of such events every day in important urban centers around the world and 
coverage in the global media is not always related to the true significance of the problem highlighted. 


The media is driven both by subtle or not-so-subtle racism in the way they perceive the problems of people 
in Asia or Africa as also purely commercial considerations in terms where the sympathies of their readership 
and advertisers lie. 


The second point to note is that unless those espousing their cause can also show what they want will bene- 
fit not just their own group or community but also the world at large there is unlikely to be much interest. It 
is particularly important to link up one’s own demands for justice to that of other people who have suffered 
similar injustice elsewhere. 


The last aspect of protest in our times to remember is that the form chosen itself should be creative and 
produce immediate, tangible results even if these are seemingly very tiny compared to the larger goal being 
sought. To change the global mood of indifference and unconcern the action should be seen as contributing 
to the global common good also. 


It is with these principles in mind that the TGTE launched its ‘Trees for Justice’ campaign in 2015 close on the 
heels of the highly successful ‘Million Signatures Campaign’ to refer Sri Lanka to the International Criminal 
Court. The initiative called for the planting of a million trees in memory of those who have died as part of 





ethnic cleansing, racist genocide or racist discrimination anywhere in the world, with the core action being 
trees planted for every martyr of Mullaivaikal. 


Planted trees could have a plaque in memory of specific individuals who died, communities that were mas- 
sacred or villages that were destroyed — with names, location and dates. The broad slogan of the campaign 
was ‘Stop Racism, Celebrate Diversity, Save the Planet’. 


The appeal of the Trees for Justice campaign was to be made to people from other communities everywhere 
in the world to join the activity by planting saplings in memory of their own martyrs - whether it be Ar- 
menians, Jews, Blacks, Muslims, Gypsies. It was even suggested that trees should be planted in memory of 
the Sinhalese victims of the successive dictatorial regimes in Colombo also — especially the brave men and 
women who stood up against racism directed at the Tamils or for democratic rights of everyone. 


Since the start of the campaign in mid-2015, there have been saplings planted in several cities and towns of 
North America and efforts have been made to encourage members of the Tamil diaspora to carry out this 
activity wherever they are and on whatever scale possible. The most important part of the campaign is to 
mobilise as many local people as possible to participate so that this becomes a truly global movement. 


At the moment the campaign is still at a very low key and needs to pick up momentum and more and more 
people should join the efforts in whatever way they can. The event, even if small, should be organized well 
and with great sincerity as this is work in the memory of our martyrs and innocent fellow Tamils who died. 
The sentiment that the action expresses is very important and people will still respond to that. 


In fact, there is no contribution too small and those interested are requested to creatively adapt to the lo- 
cal situation and carry out the tree/sapling planting.As they say ‘It is drops of water that make the mighty 
Ocean’ and this is true of all great causes too. 


And what cause in the times we live in can be greater than the fight for justice for all those who died at 
Mullaivaikal. 





REIMAGINING THE NATION-STATE 





Member of the Senate TGTE 


hroughout human history the quest for colonial power by various social, ethnic or national groups has 

always been met with fierce resistance from those they have sought to conquer and subjugate. While 

the idea of the ‘nation’ and the shape of the ‘state’ meant to govern it have varied over time and from 
place to place, the dream of an independent homeland has sparked countless struggles, both heroic and trag- 
ic, around the world. 


In modern times the dismantling of European colonialism in Asia, Africa and Latin America led to the formation 
of countless new nation states and membership of the United Nations has grown from a mere 51 countries in 
1945 to 193 currently. Today, the Right to Self-Determination is a well-established principle in modern interna- 
tional law, emphatically stating that nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and equality of 
opportunity have the right to freely choose their sovereignty and international political status with no external 
compulsion or interference. 


Despite all this, it is not the case that all movements for independence or separation from already established 
nation-states get international recognition or support. There are conflicting definitions and legal criteria for 
determining which groups may legitimately claim the right to self-determination and while it was easier to 
support independence of black, brown or yellow people from their white masters it is not the same when it 
comes to freeing them from colonialists of the same color as the colonized. 


Further, the process of recognition of new nations in recent times has been quite arbitrary and entirely de- 
pendent on the alignment of global or regional geopolitical forces in favor or against the struggle for indepen- 
dence. For example, why should a Kosovo be privileged over Kashmir or a South Sudan over Tamil Eelam when 
it comes to the Right to Self-Determination? 


While the various movements for national independence grapple with these issues and navigate their way 
through the rough seas of global realpolitik today another looming challenge they face is to put their political 
struggle in the context of the rapidly changing nature of the global economy also. So much so that, it is my 
belief, that all such movements, in order to remain relevant or effective, today need to reflect a little more 
deeply on the following questions: 


a. In the world we live in today is there any nation that is truly ‘independent’ or sovereign? Or 

is everyone just ‘inter-dependent’ to varying degrees, with the idea of ‘sovereignty’ just a chip for 
bargaining better terms and conditions in the global marketplace? 

b. When we still use the terms ‘homeland’, ‘motherland’ or ‘fatherland’ - do we still believe that ‘land’ is 





the primary basis of a nation and its economy? When corporations have become way larger than entire 
countries and the global capital flows determine the fate of even powerful nations why should land and 
territory alone become synonymous with the idea of a nation? 

c. What does national identity of a nation really mean in today’s world? Are we not all citizens of the 
entire globe, holding multiple identities and in an increasing number of cases even multiple-citizenship? 


Since Independence national regimes in South Asia have essentially operated the same colonial system in each 
country with minor innovations or extensions here and there. Like for the colonial powers the idea of country 
or nation for the South Asian rulers is also about territory and not the people who occupy the land. For exam- 
ple, the Indian government says Kashmir belongs to India but sends its army to kill the Kashmiris and when 
the Sri Lankan state talks about the Tamils it is talking about their land and not the people themselves. And in 
their pursuit of ‘national unity or integration’, which is essentially protecting the integrity of land under their 
command, these regimes are willing to go to any lengths including carrying out genocide like the Sri Lankan 
state has done in the case of the Eelam Tamils. 


Can there be a nation without land or territory? | do not think so, for ultimately populations need to live on 
firm ground somewhere and ownership of property in the form of land is an essential part of what a nation is 
all about. However, it is my contention that in our times land and territory are no longer the most important 
part of becoming or being a nation. The central position of land in national economies has been taken over for 
quite some time by several other resources, namely capital in the form of both finance and technology. 


Can there be a nation without a state? Again, the answer is no, for the mechanism of the state is essential to 
provide a mechanism of social and political consensus and govern any nation. However, here again the organi- 
zation of the state has been made obsolete for quite some time now by other far more efficient mechanisms. 


Let me be more specific in what | mean by giving some examples. A survey by the magazine Business Insider in 
2011 found some very interesting results by comparing the annual turnover of 25 top US corporations to the 
GDP of entire countries around the world. Here are some results: 
1.If Wal-Mart were a country, its revenues would make it on par with the GDP of Norway the 25th largest 
economy in the world by, surpassing 157 smaller countries. In 2010 while Norway’s GDP was $414.46 
billion Walmart’s revenue stood at $421.89 billion 
2.Exxon Mobil, with a revenue of $354.67 billion is bigger than Thailand with a GDP of $318.85 billion 
3.Apple computers, with revenues of $65.23 billion, is bigger than Ecuador with a GDP of $58.91 billion 


What | am pointing to is the simple fact that is staring us in our face for quite some time now that the giant 
corporations of the world are on par with or more powerful than many countries in the world in terms of eco- 
nomic clout, even political clout in many parts of the world. The management systems they run are often as 
much or even more efficient than that of any state apparatus. What they lack in order to declare themselves 
nation-states and join the United Nations are essentially a national flag or an anthem, which any advertising 
agency can produce for them in a few days. 


| am giving all these examples only to show that today land is not the essential ingredient of the nation and 
there are other ways in which a nation can be conceived. Let me clarify here and say that | am not suggesting 
that you should or could build a nation-state without any territory at all and operate entirely like a company 
or corporation. All | want to 0௦ 15 to point out that power in the globe today is much more about capital of 
different sorts- from finance to technology to human resources- and not mere ownership or control of land. 





Given the critical role of capital, finance, technology and human resources in achieving real power in the world 
today it is important to construct the idea of new nations based on the power of its people — wherever they 
are - and not just be focused on the acquisition of land and territory alone. No, | am not saying anything at all 
like giving up claims to land and territory- so please do not mistake this point for anything like that. All | am 
saying is that even if you do get the land and territory you want at some stage you will need to build up your 
financial, technological and human power in order to sustain or even hold on to that territory. 


Let the process of building that power start right now, wherever you are and not be postponed to a later peri- 
od for it is in the process of building this power that the nation itself will be truly born. 
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edgement of TRUTH. Secondly, accountability of the perpetuators of the mass crimes and crimes 

against humanity. Thirdly, ground for reconciliation could be explored by establishing the conditions 
for addressing issues like reform of the institutions and assurance of the non-recurrence of what happened in 
the past. Fourthly, reform of institutions should be inclusive of the need for addressing justice for the victims. 
Lastly, reparation and compensation cannot be treated as monetary allowance or as part of so called rehabili- 
tation of the victims without rights and scope for political resolution of the conflict. 


[a are five basic conditions towards realization of transitional justice. First, revelation and acknowl- 


The successive Sri Lankan governments have neither acknowledged nor expressed any remorse until this day 
for the large-scale atrocities committed against the Tamils of Sri Lanka which include international crimes such 
as genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. Several of these crimes are related to violations of so- 
cial, economic and cultural rights. According to Article 26 of ICCPR, the requirement of non-discrimination in 
fact imposes on states four separate obligations with guarantee of equality before law and effective protection 
against discrimination as core commitments. There is no acknowledgement of TRUTH yet in Sri Lanka of the 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity committed by the Sri Lankan government and its authori- 
ties against the ethnic Tamils. 


In relation to the question of accountability, since 1956 no action has ever been taken with any commission 
that had been constituted to look into violence or mass crimes against ethnic Tamils of Sri Lanka. This long list 
includes: 


The Sansoni Commission-1977 

Presidential Truth Commission on Ethnic Violence-1984 
MSF Vehicle attack -1991 

Kokkadicholai Commission of Inquiry 

1991-93 Presidential Commissions 

President Wijetunga Appointed Commission-1993 
Commission into Disappearances-1994 

Batalanda Commission-1995 

All-lsland Disapperances Commission-1998 

Presidential Truth Commission on Ethnic Violence -2001 
Bindunuwewa Commission -2001 

International Independent Group of Eminent Persons — 2006 
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115). Lessons Learnt & Reconciliation Commission-2011 


The main actors of the present Sri Lankan government, including the President Mathiripala Sirisena who act- 
ed as the Minister in Charge of Defence during the most brutal final fortnight of the war which includes the 
gruesome Mullivaikkal Massacres and the White Flag incidents, are defectors from the Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
government. His admission includes that“prior to the final phase of the war he had acted as the Minister of 
Defence five times during the height of war.” Why should there be any surprise or twist of politics when the 
President Mathripala Sirisena says that he is opposed to international investigations into allegations of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity during the final phases of the brutal war. The shocking disclosure is the at- 
tempt of a few countries to trade rights for politics with deliberate neglect of the fact that the State in Sri Lanka 
is not only supreme political organization but also the cultural war-head of the majority Sinhala community. 
Mathripala Sirisena is on record to observe that “I will not allow President Rajapaksa or the security forces to 
be hauled before an international war crimes court.” (http://www.ft.Ik/2014/11/29/sirisena-pledges-to-op- 
pose-war-crimes-investigation) This statement was made by him during the campaign and he continues to 
maintain the same position in consistent with the genocidal policies of the successive Sri Lankan governments 
towards Tamils since 1948. 


The Sri Lankan government’s call for a domestic mechanism and the strategic bargain with Sri Lanka should 
be evaluated against its own background of discriminatory policies and denial of justice for the Tamils for over 
six decades. The moral crisis of Sri Lankan polity is inextricably linked to dominant discourse of Sinhala na- 
tionalism. Neither Maithripala Sirisena is a beacon of hope nor Mahinda Rajapaksa is politically dead with the 
resurgence of Sinhala nationalism since his sudden exit from power. It is therefore unjust to trade rights for 
politics as well as assume that the change of regime can provide the solution to ethnic crisis in Sri Lanka. The 
essential driving forces of Sinhala nationalism are race and violence. There is a social vitality to the recognition 
of Tamils as a distinct group. Tamils have been affected by the socio-economic and political discrimination and 
oppressive policies of the Sri Lankan government for long. Genocide of Tamils in Sri Lanka has taken place 
within a social paradigm which not only destroys the victims but also first humiliates them by deliberately in- 
flicting a ‘complete loss of freedom and control over one’s body and other vital interests’. 


Given the complete absence of accountability for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity commit- 
ted by the Sri Lankan government and its military authorities, the present situation in Sri Lanka constitutes an 
ongoing “threat to peace” under Chapter 7 Article 39 of the UN Charter. The history of acts of the Mahinda 
Rajapaksa’s government as well as the attempts of new government under Mathiripala Sirisena in punishing 
witnesses and denying access of the witnesses to the OHCHR’s investigation of Sri Lanka(OSIL) as well as the 
double speak of the leadership regarding their commitment for justice. The nature of the State and the so- 
cio-political environment in Sri Lanka cannot be set aside in our assessment of the political transitions that 
take place as an outcome of electoral politics in the Sinhala polity. It is therefore necessary for us to advocate 
that the genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity committed by the Sri Lankan government and its 
authorities (agencies) on grounds of ethnic discrimination of Tamils should be referred to the ICC for inves- 
tigation and prosecution. In many ways, the UN Human Rights Council initiative of March 2012 in asking Sri 
Lankan government to address the issues of accountability is the opening of the road to justice for Tamils in Sri 
Lanka. The Geneva process cannot be set aside for trade and geo-strategic bargains of the influential powers 
in the world in the name of renewed opportunity for hope because of regime change and tacit agreements. 
The United Nations has a long-standing policy of opposing even peace agreements that include amnesties for 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity, gross violations of human rights, or serious violations of 





international humanitarian laws. The Geneva process should be followed and respected along with its logical 
course of a recommendation by the UN Human Rights Council that United Nations General Assembly set up an 
International Criminal Tribunal as a subsidiary organ under Article 22 of the UN Charter. The international pro- 
cess cannot be subordinated to the parasitic worldview of “Sinhala Only” which tolerates neither democratic 
dissent from within nor genuine critique from outside including the United Nations and the global community 
of nations. The Geneva process has ultimately failed to deliver and meet its own expectations in March 2016. 
Tamil community had become so tired and exhausted waiting at the doors of UN-HRC for seven years. There 
were no tears and hardly any one sobbed at the dark realities of international politics. Tamils knew that justice 
can be traded in politics. 


The international powers led by United States of America, European Union and India should explain the cause 
of double speak of the Sri Lankan government on the appointment of international judges. It is unlikely that 
that the Sri Lankan government will move forward on the issue of international judges but will channel the 
organized Sinhala indignation against those who continue to advocate such a proposal. The Sri Lankan govern- 
ment has neither shown respect nor restraints even against the United Nations. It is a cruel joke that people 
who had suffered genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity and deliberate denial of justice due to 
civil war based on ethnic divide are being trapped with an illusion that a new constitution will bring peace, 
harmony and development. There is no one dare to advocate justice for Tamils but everyone wants peace 
and development through new constitution. The Sri Lankan government and the Sinhala elites are aware that 
the process of making a new constitution is the only way out to buy time and weaken the voice for justice. Sri 
Lanka has a chequered past with regard to constitution making and dubious record of organized majoritarian 
political violence with little or no rescue for the minority Tamils from judiciary. What influence the Tamils wield 
to change the course and content(s) of making of the Sri Lankan Constitution and the Sinhala polity though the 
Sri Lankan government wants to project the urgency of constitution making as a common cause with Tamils. 
There is no common cause with Tamils unless Sri Lankan government addresses justice for Tamils. 





SIDDHA MEDICINE 
An Ancient Tamils’ Medicine 
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Human efforts to improve health have appeared globally and very early in our species’ history. One of the 
many nations known for herbal and other organic forms of medicine is India. Specifically, the state of Tamil 
Nadu practiced Siddha medicine, one of the indigenous medicine systems that were developed and shaped 
by “culture, history, personal attitudes and philosophy”. Its developers were called the Siddhars, “those who 
attained an intellectual level of perfection”. Like many other traditional medicine systems, Siddha medicine 
treated more than physical illnesses; it was used to also enhance spiritual and physiological well-being. 


In many parts of southern India, palm leaf manuscripts have been discovered holding records of in- 
formation written by the Siddhars. Each Siddha practitioner must have been knowledgeable of four concepts; 
medicine, alchemy, yoga and philosophy. One of the views they maintained was that man is the microcosm 
and the universe is the macrocosm. Additionally, they had a theory called the “five-fold combination” which 
states that all humans are made of five primordial elements, namely fire, earth, water, air, and space. It is the 
proper proportions of these five elements in one combination that allows the formation of the various body 
structures and body functions. 


Today, traditional medicine remains the most affordable medicine to the poor in developing countries 
because it was commonly crafted from native minerals and animal parts, but the most emphasis was placed on 
herbal medicines. Native plants have been documented as being the cures for about 4400 diseases and only if 
herbal medicines fail are other sources used in an attempt to heal the sick. In order to fight mental disorders, 
it has been recorded that human and canine skulls have been crushed and extractions of this ‘dust’ have been 
used in treatment. Some of the diseases that Siddha medicine was able to fight against were chronic cases of 
liver, anemia, peptic ulcers and even sexually transmitted diseases. Furthermore, beyond medicine, the Sid- 
dhars advocated for proper diet and healthy living. 


Even though Siddha medicine is promising, there are many issues that must be dealt with; this regards 
its safety, efficacy, quality and access that are being challenged by health policies. Additionally, despite the 
medicine system being quite popular and frequently used in many developing countries, it lacks official rec- 
ognition and therefore training, education and research in this field are falling. Since the manuscripts contain 
most of the information in Tamil, there is the argument that the texts must be translated into English in order 
that people other than Tamils will come to know, understand and practice Siddha Medicine. 


Fortunately, the World Health Organization recommends traditional medicine to be used in national health 
care programs, stating that it is not very costly to the poor, and also because it is culturally accepted. With the 
constantly evolving world, Siddha Medicine could make its next debut once it is learned about and understood. 


Tamil tradional medicine system-Siddha: an indigenous health practice in the international perspectives 
by Dr.K.Karunamoorthi MSc., MPhil. DPHM., Ph.D., FRES(London) 





வட்டுக்கோட்டை தீர்மானம்‌ - விட்டுக்கொடுக்க 
முடியாத தீர்மானம்‌. வரலாறு படைக்கும்‌ தீர்மானம்‌ 





மா.க. ஈழவேந்தன்‌ 
முன்னாள்‌ நாடாளுமன்ற உறுப்பினர்‌ (இலங்கை) 
நாடு கடந்த தமிழீழ அரச உறுப்பினர்‌ (கனடா பேரளர்‌) 


லங்கை என்பது ஒரு HIG அல்ல. மாறாக இரு நாடூகளின்‌ உள்ளடக்கம்‌-ஒரு தீவு. இலங்ை 
கயின்‌ தென்பகுதி சிங்கள உடன்பிறப்புக்களுக்கு சொந்தம்‌ என்பதை ஏற்கும்‌ நாம்‌ வடக்கை, 
SDS, வடமேற்கை கட்டி ஆண்டவன்‌ தமிழன்‌ என்பதற்கு வரலாறு தரும்‌ சான்றுகள்‌ கொண்டு 
நிலை நாட்டுகிறோம்‌. விரிவஞ்சி மேலும்‌ விளக்க விரும்பவில்லை. விஜயன்‌ இலங்கைக்கு வருவதற்கு 
பல ஆண்டுகளுக்கு முன்பேயே கேதீஸ்வரம்‌, கோணேஸ்வரம்‌, நகுலேஸ்வரம்‌, தொண்டீஸ்வரம்‌, முன- 
“ஸ்வரம்‌ போன்ற தொன்மை வாய்ந்த கோவில்கள்‌ வளமுடன்‌ எழுந்திருந்தமைக்கு இந்து மதம்‌ தழுவிய 
தமிழ்‌ வணிகச்‌ செல்வந்தர்கள்‌ இந்நாட்டில்‌ வாழ்ந்தமைக்கு வரலாற்று சான்றாய்‌ விளங்குகின்றன என்று 
நடுநிலை வழுவாத சிங்கள வரலாற்று ஆசிரியர்‌ சேர்‌. போல்‌ பீரீஸ்‌ அவர்களின்‌ கூற்று தலை சிறந்த 
சான்றாய்‌ அமைகிறது. 


எண்ணிலடங்காத புதைபொருள்‌ ஆய்வுகள்‌-கல்வெட்டுகள்‌ ஈழத்தில்‌ தமிழன்‌ வாழ்ந்த இனம்‌ 
மட்டுமல்ல ஆண்ட இனம்‌ என்பதையும்‌ ஏற்றமுற எடூத்துக்காட்டூகிறது. “ஆண்ட பரம்பரை மீண்டும்‌ 
ஆள நினைப்பதில்‌ என்ன தவறு” என்று தமிழ்‌ ஈழத்தின்‌ அரசவைக்‌ கவிஞர்‌ காசி ஆனந்தன்‌ 
விடூக்கின்ற வினா பொருன்‌ பொதிந்ததாகும்‌. 1962ல்‌ முன்னாள்‌ நீதியரசர்‌ ஐசக்‌ தம்பையா தை 
லமையில்‌ எஸ்‌ டபிள்யூ. ஆர்‌. டி. பண்டாரநாயக்கா நிகழ்த்திய உரை வரலாற்றில்‌ பதியப்பட்டூள்ளது. 
“இலங்கை என்பது ஒரு HIGH அல்ல. பல அரசுகளை உள்ளடக்கிய தீவு என்பதை நிலை நாட்ட 
வடகிழக்கை தமிழன்‌ ஆண்டதையும்‌, கண்டிய அரசை சிங்களவர்‌ ஆண்டவதையும்‌, கோட்டை அரசை 
கரையோரச்‌ சிங்களவர்‌ ஆண்டதையும்‌” புட்டூக்காட்டூம்‌ பண்டாரநாயக்கா அவர்கள்‌ “இவ்வரசுகளை 
ஒன்றாக்கலாம்‌ என்று ஒருவன்‌ கூறுவானாயின்‌ அவன்‌ பொறுப்பற்ற கற்பனா வாதி” என்று குறிப்ப- 
“ட்டூள்ளார்‌. அவர்‌ மேலும்‌ குறிப்பிடுகையில்‌ “பொது எதிரியாகிய வெள்ளையனை எதிர்க்க இங்குள்ள 
இனங்கள்‌ ஒன்றுபடக்‌ கூடும்‌. ஆனால்‌ வெள்ளையன்‌ வெளியேறும்‌ நிலையில்‌ ஒவ்வொரு இனமும்‌ 
தத்தம்‌ தனித்துவத்தை நிலை நாட்ட பிரிந்து போவது தவறில்லை. அது இயற்கையானது”. என்று 
கூறிச்‌ சென்ற கூற்றை யாம்‌ அனைவரும்‌ ஏற்றே ஆகவேண்டும்‌. 





ஒக்ஸ்போட்‌ பல்கலைக்கழகத்தில்‌ பயன்றதன்‌ விளைவாக தெளிவோடுூ சிந்தித்து அரசியல்‌ நெறியை 
கடைப்பிடித்தார்‌. பின்பு பதவி வெறி பிடித்து அலைந்த நிலையில்‌ அரசியலில்‌ குத்துக்கரணம்‌ அடி- 
த்ததற்கு நாம்‌ பொறுப்பில்லை. சிங்கள அரசியல்‌ தலைவர்கள்‌ தம்‌ அரசியல்‌ வேட்டைக்காக-வெறி- 
ப்போருக்காக தடம்‌ புரள்வதற்கு தமிழர்கள்‌ பலிக்கடாக்கள்‌ ஆக மாற முடியாது. 2002ம்‌ ஆண்டூ 
கொழும்பில்‌ வெளிவரும்‌ “சுடர்‌. ஒளி இதழில்‌ தமிழன்‌ ஏமாந்த வரலாறும்‌, தமிழன்‌ ஏமாற்றப்பட்ட 
வரலாறும்‌” யான்‌ எழுதிய 22 தொடர்‌ கட்டுரைகள்‌ தமிழனை விழிப்போடூ இருக்கச்‌ செய்யும்‌ என்பது 


என்‌ நம்பிக்கை. 





BIG கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசு வெளிப்படையாக மக்கள்‌ ஆட்சியில்‌ நம்பிக்கை வைத்து உலகளாவ- 
ய அளவில்‌ இயங்கும்‌ ஓர்‌ அரசாங்கம்‌. புகலிட அரசு (Government in Exile) ஒரு நாட்டில்‌ மட்டும்‌ 
இயங்கும்‌ அரசு. நாடூ கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்திற்கும்‌ புகலிட அரசாங்கத்திற்கும்‌ நிறைய அடி- 
ப்படை வேறுபாடுகள்‌ உண்டு. புகலிட அரசு ஒரு நாடூ தழுவியது. நாமோ உலகம்‌ தழுவிய அரச- 
யல்‌ அமைப்பு. குரல்‌ அற்ற மக்களுக்கு குரல்‌ கொடுக்கும்‌ அமைப்பு எம்‌ அமைப்பு (we are the 
voice of voiceless people athome) இலங்கையில்‌ வெறி கொண்ட சிங்கள அரசு 6வது திருத்தத்தை 
தன்‌ கையில்‌ வைத்துக்கொண்டு ஈழம்‌ என்ற சொல்லையே எம்‌ தமிழன்‌ உச்சரிக்க விடாது எம்‌ 
வாயைப்‌ பூட்டியுள்ளது. அந்த வெற்றிடத்தை நிரப்பி தமிழரின்‌ விடுதலை வேட்கைக்ககு வடிவம்‌ 
கொடுக்கின்ற அரசாங்கமே நாடூகடந்த தமழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌. எவரும்‌ தாங்க தயங்கும்‌ மிகப்பெரிய 
பொறுப்பை நாடூ கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌ ஏற்றுள்ளது. உண்மையில்‌ எம்‌ இனம்‌ எதிர்நோக்கும்‌ 
நெருக்கடிக்கு ஈடு கொடுக்கும்‌ அரசாங்கமே எம்‌ HIG கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌ (we are providing 
the leadership in a crisis — our function is unsurpassed in history and we must be proud of our per- 
formance) 





தமிழீழம்‌ என்பது நாம்‌ இல்லாத ஒன்றை கேட்கவில்லை. இருந்ததை, இழந்ததை மீண்டும்‌ நிலை 
நாட்டுகிறோம்‌. பிரிவினை என்பது தவறான சொல்லாட்சி. சிங்களவர்‌ நம்மை ஆண்டதும்‌ இல்லை. 
நாம்‌ அவர்களால்‌ ஆளப்பட்டதுமில்லை. வரலாற்று அடிப்படையில்‌ பார்த்தால்‌ தமிழகம்‌ 55,000 சதுர 
மைல்‌ கொண்ட நிலப்பரப்பு. ௮ங்கு ஏறக்குறைய 8 கோடி தமிழ்‌ மக்கள்‌ வாழ்கிறார்கள்‌ எனினும்‌ 
பெரிய எல்லைப்பரப்பு கொண்ட தமிழகம்‌ 1337ல்‌ 14ம்‌ நூற்றாண்டில்‌ அந்நிய படைக்கு அடிபணிந்த 
பின்பு மீண்டும்‌ தலை தாக்கவில்லை. ஆனால்‌ தமிழீழம்‌ எல்லைப்பரப்பு சிறிதாயினும்‌ தமிழ்‌ மக்கள்‌ 
எண்ணிக்கையில்‌ குறைந்ததாயினும்‌ 1619ல்‌ போர்த்துக்கேயர்‌ படையெடூப்பின்‌ விளைவாக நல்லூ 

ர்‌ சங்கிலி மன்னருடைய ஆட்சி வீழ்ச்சியடைந்தது. ஆனால்‌ அதே வேளையில்‌ பண்டாரவன்னியனின்‌ 
வணங்கா வன்னி மண்‌ 1803ம்‌ ஆண்டூ - 19ம்‌ நூற்றாண்டு தொடக்கம்‌ வரை ஆட்சியில்‌ நிலைபெற்று 
இருந்ததை வரலாறு உணர்த்துகிறது. எனவே தமிழகத்தை மிஞ்சுகின்ற அளவிற்கு ஈழத்தில்‌ தம- 
ழர்‌ ஆட்சி நிலைத்து நின்றதற்கு இது சான்று கூறுகின்றது. எனவே ஆண்ட பரம்பரை மீண்டும்‌ ஆள 
நினைப்பதில்‌ எதுவித குற்றமோ, குறையோ இல்லை. 











தேசியம்‌, தாயகம்‌, தன்னுரிமை நிலை நாட்டல்‌ எமது இயக்கத்தின்‌ அடிப்படை கோட்பாடு. எமது 
உயிர்‌ கோட்பாட்டை வட்டுக்கோட்டை மாநாடூ 40 ஆண்டூகளுக்கு முன்‌ மே 14ல்‌ நிறைவேற்ற- 
யுள்ளது. தமிழனின்‌ வெகுமானம்‌ காக்கும்‌ இத்‌ தீர்மானத்தை எம்மவர்‌ மறந்துவிடாது இருக்கவே 
நாமும்‌ இவ்வாண்டூ கூட்டத்தை கூட்டுகிறோம்‌. தமழீழ தந்‌ைத செல்வா முன்மொழிய இத்தீர்மா- 
னம்‌ நிறைவேற்றப்பட்டது என்பது நாம்‌ இங்கு குறிப்பிட வேண்டிய முக்கிய வரலாற்று குறிப்பா- 
கும்‌. இதையொட்டி ஆண்டூ மலர்‌ வெளியிடுகிறோம்‌. தமிழ்‌ இனத்தின்‌ அழிவை தடுக்கும்‌ இம்‌ மாந- 
ஈட்டையும்‌ நாம்‌ வெளியிடும்‌ மலரையும்‌ ஒன்றுபட்ட நிலையில்‌ தமிழ்‌ மக்கள்‌ ஆதரிக்க வேண்டும்‌. 

















நாம்‌ உடலினால்‌ பலராயினும்‌ நாம்‌ உள்ளத்தால்‌ ஒருவர்‌ என்பதை உலகிற்கு உணர்த்துகின்ற 
முறையில்‌ வெள்ளம்‌ போல்‌ வீரம்‌ கொள்‌ தமிழர்‌ கூட்டம்‌ ஒன்று கூட வேண்டும்‌. இங்குள்ள தமிழர்‌ 
ஒன்றாக கண்டே எங்கோ பகைவர்‌ மறைந்தார்‌ என்ற நிலையை நாம்‌ நம்‌ சிந்தனையாலும்‌, செயல- 
TAL உருவாக்கி வரலாறு படைக்கும்‌ தலையாய பொறுப்பு எம்மிடம்‌ ஒப்படைக்கப்பட்டூள்ளது. 





TGTE PARTICIPATION IN THE UN HRC SESSIONS DURING 
THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS IN GENEVA 


¢ Our TGTE Members were in attendance and actively participated at all of the UN HRC sessions in Ge- 
neva, with coordination from our UN permanent representative who is based in Geneva. 
உ We made appointments and discussed current issues with some members of the UN HR Council Heads 
of Missions and Ambassadors. 
¢ On Sept 4th 2015, we delivered a CD containing the 1.4 Million Signatures for International War Crime 
Investigation campaign to the UN High Commissioner’s Office and to the OISL team in Geneva. 
உ TGTE expressed its disappointment for the delay in releasing the long awaited OISL Report from March 
to September 2015. 
¢ TGTE welcomed the OISL report and the strong recommendations of the High Commissioner, but 
expressed our disappointment for not engaging the Tamil Diaspora Groups for their inputs, views, and 
concerns. We also expressed strong negative feelings for the watered down resolution. We were also 
disappointed that the Tamil Politicians, who were representing the victims, did not push harder for the 
full implementation of the OISL report, and pressure to keep the original draft of the resolution. 

உ TGTE strongly lobbied that member nations and co-sponsors, that the OISL report be fully implement- 

ed with an action plan. Some of the concerns that were raised are: 

access for the OISL team to SL and to the NE and to gather information from victims 

access to Al, HRW and international media into SL and the NE 

Strict adherence to protection for witnesses and victims and for HR activists 

The release of all political prisoners 

The release of all women and children 

Provide list of all those in custody 

Release all land grabbed by the army 

Stop the colonisation and the structural genocide. 

Remove the army from the Tamil areas. 


ORO ட On Om OmoOm Ome) 


TGTE organized site events with panel discussions with special invited guest with specific topics: 


உ 16 June 2015 — “Impending High Commissioner’s Report on Sri Lanka”. Geoffrey Robertson QC an in- 
ternational Human Rights Barrister, Prof Ramu Manivannan from the University of Madras, Hon Manicka 
Vasagar TGTE Minister for International Affairs 

உ 16 June 2015 — “Impending High Commissioner’s Report on Sri Lanka”. Geoffrey Robertson QC an in- 
ternational Human Rights Barrister, Prof Ramu Manivannan from the University of Madras, Hon Manicka 
Vasagar TGTE Minister for International Affairs 

e 25 June 2015 — “ Can an accused be judge in his own case”; “Has Sri Lanka shown the will to be a 
partner with the International Community to deliver justice to Tamils?; “Is the political environment in 
Sri Lanka conducive to meet our justice for Tamils”. - Dr Narsinghen Hambyra former Mauritius Ambas- 
sador to Geneva, Richard Rogers, Prof M Sornarajah. 

௨10 March 2016 — “Sri Lanka trying to Evade or Blunt UN Mandated Accountability Process?” Panel 
members — Peter Haynes QC an internationally renowned legal expert and Member of the Accountabil- 
ity Panellist, TGTE Senator Robert Evans former member of the European Parliament. 


TGTE will continue to lobby the UN HRC members and the International Community, because we believe a 
home grown solution is not possible in a majoritarian Sinhala representation system. 


Press 


e The new GoSL continues to prevent or accept UNHRC resolutions to complete its mandate, and wants 
to promote another “Internal Domestic Commission.” This is a deliberate attempt to protect the past 
and current perpetrators from the IC, in order to slow down and delay the processes for accountability 
and justice for the victims, and should not be allowed to derail and undermine the UNHRC mandated 
OSE 

¢ Only an Independent and credible comprehensive international investigation will be accepted by the 
victims, their dependents, to other victims worldwide waiting for justice and accountability and to the 
international community. 

உ This OISL investigation, reporting and recommendation would be a strong deterrent to any current or 
future regimes, that war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide against minorities by state spon- 
sored terrorism will be accounted for, and perpetrators will be brought to justice. 

உ Continuing genocidal intent — cultural and structural by the vast majority of Sinhala people and by the 
Sri Lankan military, needs to be stopped immediately. 

உ Continuing military presence to instil fear and terror on the people. Reports of mass rape by the Mili- 
tary & Para-Military. 

உ Refused and no consideration for a permanent political solution. 

e Preventing Humanitarian Assistance from the Tamil Diaspora 

உ Tamil Refugees (IDPs and from overseas) are still fearful to return to their own homes and land 

உ Restricted Political 50906, PTA and 6th Amendment is still in place. 


Release: 

>> Feb 2, 2015 —TGTE request High Commissioner to present Oral Report on Sri Lanka to Council at the 
March 2015 session. 

>> August 7, 2015 — Ranil — History of Promises but no delivery and continues to mislead and deceive 
the UN HRC and the Tamils. 

>> August 18, 2015 — Joint Press Release by Eelam Tamil Diaspora to the OISL team for a Hybrid Tribunal 
and to refer their report to the ICC. 

>> March 6, 2015 — TGTE responses to Sri Lankan Foreign Minister speech in Geneva 

>> October 1, 2015 - TGTE sets up a Panel of Legal Experts (“Panel”) MAP to provide independent mon- 
itoring, advice, and recommendations on the transitional justice mechanisms for Sri Lanka. In issuing 
its reports, the Panel shall act independently of the TGTE (and any other group) and shall conduct the 
monitoring irrespective of political considerations. 

>> TGTE initiates “Trees for Peace and Justice” to plant 100 000 trees around the world as remembrance 
to those killed in the Mullaivaikkal war of May 2009. 
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Visit us at KC Dental where we can provide 
dental care for you and your entire family 


We can offer you many services including: 
¢ Crowns, Bridges & Veneers 

¢ Same-Day Emergency Treatment 

உ Teeth Whitening 

உ Mouthguards and Sportsguards 

உ Dentures 

உ Root Canal Therapy 

உ Basic Filling & Cleaning 

உ Nitrous Sedation 

¢ Implant Crowns 


Come visit us and let our friendly staff give you a tour of our clinic. 


New Patient Accepted 





Firat ZOO clieuts will get dpectal gifts | D F ar | ee ( தி இலை 








New & Walk-In Patients Are Welcome 
Special Discount For Seriors 
Special Discount For Students 


- All Insurance Coverage Accepted 

-ODSP (Ontario Disability Support Program) 

-CINOT (Childern In Need of Treatment) 

-Healthy Smiles Ontario 

(Childern under 17 years & family income under $20,000) 
-Ontario Works (Dental / Denture Benefits) 

-All Other Benefits-please call our office for more information 


Our clinic is environmentally friendly: 
Digital charting and radiography. 


Monday to Friday : 10am to 7pm 
Saturday : 10am to 5pm 
Sunday: Appointment & Emergency only 














ந்தை 


CAR & TRUCK RENTAL 











at ட்ட Ril gE Eglinton Ave. 
Maran: 416-613-1861 









CAR & TRUCK RENTAL 





Great rates on 





1211, weekly, monthly rental 





Insurance & mechanical replacement rental 


Large selection of newest models of Cars, SUVs, Minivans 
416-613-1811 416-613-1861 905-926-1810 _- 905-276-1811 
880 Ellesmere Road 2939 Eglinton Ave., E. 416-613-1841 3455 Wolfedale Rd 
Toronto ON Toronto, 9321 Markham Rd, Mississauga 
MiP 2W6 ON M1J 2E5 Markham ON L3P 3J3 ON L5C 1V8 


















3105 WINSTON CHURCHILL BLVD (WINSTON CHURCHILL/DUNDAS), MISSISSAUGA 























To Buy or Sell 


R= பது 


0 Ellesmere road, Suite 204 % 
Toronto, ON MIP 2W6 





ER 





Call for information on homes 
available in area of your choice.. 





Friendly, Confidential & Professional Service 





Sales Representative 











தமிழர்‌ பெரும்‌ புலம்பெயர்வுகள்‌ 
- குமரிக்கண்டப்‌ புலம்பெயர்வு 





முனைவர்‌ செல்வநாயகி ஸாீதாஸ்‌ 
விரிவுரையாளர்‌, அண்ணாமலைக்‌ கனடா வளாகம்‌ 


“குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ என்பது முன்னொரு காலத்தில்‌ இருந்ததாகக்‌ கருதப்படும்‌, கோட்பாடுகளால்‌ ஊகிக்க- 
ப்படும்‌ அல்லது இலக்கியங்களில்‌ கற்பனையாகவோ! சாட்சியாகவோ கூறப்படும்‌ கண்டம்‌ அல்லது 
பெருநிலப்பரப்பாகும்‌” என்கிறது விக்கிப்பீடியா. 


இக்‌ குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ அல்லது இலெழூரியாக்‌ கண்டம்‌, இந்திய உபகண்டத்தின்‌ கிழக்கு எல்லையில்‌ 
அமைந்திருக்கும்‌ குமரிமுனைக்குத்‌ தெற்கே பாண்டியர்களின்‌ அதிகாரத்தின்‌ கீழ்‌ அமைந்திருந்ததற்குப்‌ 
போதிய சான்றுகள்‌ கிடைத்திருப்பதாக இன்றைய வரலாற்றாசிரியர்களும்‌ அகழ்வாய்வாளர்களும்‌ கருதத்‌ 
தலைப்பட்டிருக்கிறார்கள்‌ 


உலகில்‌ முதல்‌ மனிதன்‌ தோன்றிய போதே தமிழ்‌ இனமும்‌ தோன்றியது என்றும்‌ 30 ஆயிரம்‌ ஆண்டுகள்‌ 
முன்பாகவே பாண்டியர்‌ ஆட்சி நிலைபெற்றிருந்தது என்றும்‌, 49 நாடுகளும்‌ ஆறுகளும்‌ இப்‌ பகுதியில்‌ 
இருந்து கடலுள்‌ ஆழ்ந்து போயின என்றும்‌ பூமிக்கு அடியே இவை இன்னமும்‌ காணக்கூடிய வை 
கயில்‌ இருக்கின்றன என்றும்‌ கூறப்படுகிறது. தேவநேயப்பாவாணர்‌ முதலானோர்‌ . ஆதி மனிதன்‌ இந்த 
நிலப்பரப்பில்‌ தான்‌ தோன்றியிருக்கக்கூடும்‌ அவன்‌ தமிழையே பேசினான்‌ என்றும்‌ கருதுவர்‌. இந்திய 
நாகரிகம்‌ ஆரியம்‌ எனக்‌ காட்டூவதற்காகக்‌ கையாளப்பட்ட வழிகளாகத்‌ தேவநேயப்‌ பாவாணர்‌ கூறுவ- 
தாவது: 

1. பழந்தமிழ்‌ நாடாகிய குமரிக்கண்ட வரலாற்றை மறைத்தலும்‌ மறுத்தலும்‌, 

2. முச்சங்கங்கள்‌ இருந்தமையை மறுத்தல்‌ 

3. தமிழ்‌ நாட்டு வரலாற்றை வடக்கிலிருந்தும்‌ வேத காலத்திலிருந்தும்‌ தொடங்குதல்‌ 

4. தென்னகப்‌ பழங்குடி மக்களான தமிழரை வந்தேறு குடிகளாகவும்‌ கலப்பினமாகவும்‌ காட்ட 

முயல்தல்‌ 

5. குமரிக்கண்ட இடப்பெயர்களையும்‌ தெய்வப்‌ பெயர்களையும்‌ மூவேந்தர்‌ பெயர்களையும்‌ மூவேந்‌- 

தர்‌ குடிப்‌ பெயர்களையும்‌ ஆரியச்‌ சொல்லாகக்‌ காட்ட முயல்தல்‌ 
என்று இப்படி ஒரு. பட்டியல்‌ குற்றச்‌ சாட்டுகளை முன்வைக்கிறார்‌. இன்று இவை சிறிது சிறிதாக 
வெளிச்சத்திற்கு OS தொடங்கிவிட்டன. 





தொல்காப்பியர்‌ - காலத்தில்‌ தமிழகத்தின்‌ எல்லைகள்‌ “வடவேங்கடம்‌ தென்குமரி” ஆகச்‌ சுருங்கிவிட்டது 
என்று கூறும்‌ போது “தென்குமரி” என்று தொல்காப்பியச்‌ சிறப்புப்‌ பாயிரம்‌ கூறுவது குமரிக்கண்டமாக 
இருக்கலாமா என்றதொரு வினாவும்‌ எழுகிறது. தொல்காப்பியர்‌ காலத்திற்குப்‌ பல நூற்றாண்டூகளுக்குப்‌ 


1 கற்பனை என்று இன்று கருதுவது சிறுது அதிகம்‌ 


பிந்தியதாக அறியப்படும்‌ சங்கப்‌ பாடல்களில்‌ கடல்கோள்‌ பற்றியும்‌ கடல்‌ கொண்ட குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ 
பற்றியும்‌ ப..றுளியாறு பற்றியும்‌ குறிப்புக்கள்‌ காணப்படுகின்றன. இவை முன்‌ நடந்த நிகழ்வுகளை 
நினைவுகூர்வதாக இருக்கலாம்‌. 


“செந்நாப்‌ பசும்‌ பொன்‌ வயிரியர்க்கு ஈந்த 

முந்நீர்‌ விழவின்‌ நெடியோன்‌ 

நன்னீப்‌ ப.்‌.றுளி மணலிலும்‌ பலவே” என்று புறநானூறும்‌ 

“பஃறுளி ஆற்றுடன்‌ பன்மலை அடுக்கத்துக்‌ 

குமரிக்‌ கோடூம்‌ கொடூங்கடல்‌ கொள்ள 

வடதிசைக்‌ கங்கையும்‌ இமயமும்‌ கொண்டூ 

தென்றிசை ஆண்ட தென்னவன்‌ வாழி” என்று சிலப்பதிகாரமும்‌ இத்‌ தகவலைக்‌ குறிப்பிடுகின்றன. 


“தொடியோள்‌ பெளவம” என்னும்‌ சிலப்பதிகாரத்‌ தொடருக்கு அடியார்க்கு நல்லார்‌, “முன்னொரு கால- 
த்தில்‌ தற்போதைய கன்னியாகுமரிக்கும்‌ தெற்கில்‌ 700 காதவம்‌ தொலைவிற்கு நிலப்பரப்பு இருந்ததா- 
கவும்‌ அதன்‌ வடக்கில்‌ vu. Gel ஆறும்‌ தெற்கில்‌ குமரியாறும்‌ இருந்ததாகவும்‌” கூறுகிறார்‌. 

காதவம்‌ என்பது இன்றைய அளவில்‌ எவ்வளவு தூரம்‌ என்பது தெரியவில்லை. அதன்‌ நளம்‌ 1,400 
மைல்கள்‌ முதல்‌ 7,000 மைல்கள்‌ வரை இருக்கலாம்‌ என்று கருதப்படுகிறது. 


“இவற்றின்‌ நாமலிவானென மலிந்த ஏழ்தெங்க நாடூம்‌, ஏழ்‌ மதுரை நாடூம்‌, ஏழு முன்பாலை நாடும்‌, ஏழு 
பின்பாலை HIBW, ஏழ்‌ குணகாரை நாடும்‌, கீழ்குறும்பனை நாடூம்‌ என்னும்‌ இந்த நாற்பத்தொன்பது நாடூம்‌ 
குமரி கொல்லம்‌ முதலிய பன்மலை நாடூம்‌ காடும்‌ நதியும்‌ பதியும்‌ தடநீர்க்குமரி வடபெருங்‌ கோட்டின்‌ 
காறும்‌ கடல்‌ கொண்டொழிதலாற்‌ குமரியாகிய பெளவம்‌ என்றார்‌ என்றுணர்க” என்று அடியார்க்கு நல்ல- 
TT கூறுவது வெறும்‌ கற்பனையா? பல தலைமுறையாகச்‌ செவி வழியாக அறியப்பட்டு வந்த தகவலை 
அடியார்க்கு நல்லார்‌ கூறியிருக்கிறார்‌ என்று ஏன்‌ நாம்‌ கூறக்கூடாது. இன்று ஈழத்தில்‌ நடந்து முடிந்த 
இனப்படுகொலையைத்‌ தலைமுறைகள்‌ தாண்டிய நிலையில்‌ எமது வாரிசுக்கள்‌ நினைவுகூரமாட்டார்கள்‌ 
என்று நாம்‌ கருதலாமா? 





இரண்டாம்‌ சங்கம்‌ இருந்த காலத்தில்‌ கபாடபுரம்‌ என்னும்‌ தலைநகரம்‌ கடல்‌ கொண்ட பின்பும்‌ குமரி 
ஆறு இருந்ததைத்‌ தொல்காப்பியச்‌ சிறப்புப்‌ பாயிரம்‌ “வடவேங்கடம்‌ தென்குமரி” எனக்‌ குறிப்பது 
தப்பான செய்தியா? 


இறையனார்‌. அகப்பொருள்‌ உரையில்‌ அக்காலத்தில்‌ ஆண்ட அரசர்கள்‌ வரிசை, தமிழ்‌ அவைப்‌ 
புலவர்கள்‌ வரிசை முதலியன குறிப்பிடப்பட்டூுள்ளன. தென்குமரிக்‌ கண்டத்தின்‌ தலைநகராகத்‌ தென்ம- 
துரை விளங்கியதாகவும்‌ தென்மதுரையில்‌ தலைச்சங்கம்‌ இருந்ததாகவும்‌, அதனைத்‌ தொடர்ந்து மேலும்‌ 
இரு சங்கங்கள்‌ இருந்ததாகவும்‌ தமிழ்‌ இலக்கியங்கள்‌ கூறுகின்றன. முதற்‌ கடல்கோளால்‌ குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ 
கடலுள்‌ அமிழ்ந்திப்‌ போயிற்று என்னும்‌ நூல்‌ வழிச்‌ சான்றுகள்‌ இன்னமும்‌... பிற அறிவியல்‌ சான்றுகள்‌ 
வழி உறுதிப்படுத்தப்‌ படாமலே இருக்கின்றன. ஆனால்‌ உறுதிப்‌ படுத்தப்படும்‌ நாள்‌ வெகு தொலைவில்‌ 
இல்லை என்பதற்கான அறிகுறிகள்‌ காணப்படுகின்றன. குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ இருந்ததாகக்‌ கூறப்படும்‌ காலம்‌ 
எது என்பதை உறுதியாகக்‌ கூறமுடியாத நிலையில்‌ பன்னெடூங்காலங்களுக்கு முன்னர்‌ என்று கூறிக்‌ 
கொள்வது உசிதமாகும்‌. 


குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ என்று தமிழர்‌ உரிமை கொண்டாடும்‌ இந்‌ நிலப்பரப்பு ஆபிரிக்காக்‌ கண்டத்துடன்‌ 





தொடர்புடையதாக இருந்தது என்றும்‌ கிழக்கே ஆஸ்திரேலியா வரை பரந்திருந்தது என்றும்‌ அதன்‌ 
தோற்றம்‌ முக்கோண வடிவினதாக இருந்தது என்றும்‌ ஆய்வாளர்கள்‌ இன்று காட்டுவர்‌. ஆய்வாளர்‌ 
கருத்துக்களைக்‌ கொண்டுகூட்டிப்‌ பார்க்குமிடத்து இன்றைய தமிழ்‌ நாட்டின்‌ தென்கோடிக்கு அப்பால்‌ 
பெருநிலப்பரப்பு ஒன்று இருந்ததாகவும்‌ அந்நிலப்பரப்பை அடுத்து ப...றுளியாறு ஓடியதாகவும்‌, அதற்கு 
அப்பால்‌ பன்மலையடுக்கம்‌ இருந்ததாகவும்‌ அதற்கும்‌ அப்பால்‌ குமரி ஆற்றங்கரை இருந்ததாகவும்‌ 
சங்கப்‌ பாடல்கள்‌, பின்வந்த இலக்கியங்கள்‌, உரைகள்‌ முதலியவற்றால்‌ அறியக்‌ கிடக்கிறது. குமரி- 
க்கண்டம்‌ என்று ஒன்று இருந்தது பற்றித்‌ தமிழ்‌ இலக்கியங்கள்‌ கூறும்‌ இச்‌ சான்றுகள்‌ தவிரத்‌ தமிழ்‌ 
இலக்கியம்‌ கூறும்‌ பிறிதொரு சான்று ஏற்றுக்‌ கொள்ளக்கூடியதாக உள்ளது. 


மலையமான்‌ திருமுடிக்காரி திருக்கோவலூரையும்‌ முள்ளர்‌ மலையையும்‌ கொண்ட நாட்டின்‌ மன்னன்‌. 
அந்நாட்டைக்‌ கபிலர்‌ “கடல்‌ கொளப்படாது” என்று சிறப்பித்துக்‌ கூறுகிறார்‌. அதாவது கடல்கோளால்‌ 
ஏற்பட்ட அழிவு வழிவழியாகப்‌ பேசப்பட்டு வந்திருக்கிறது. அதனைக்‌ கபிலர்‌ அறிந்திருந்தார்‌. மூவேந்தா்‌ 
நாடுகளுக்கும்‌ கடல்கோளால்‌ அபாயம்‌ உண்டு. ஆனால்‌ திருமுடிக்காரிக்கோவுக்கு அத்தகைய ஆப- 
த்து இல்லை என்பதை உணர்த்துகிறது கபிலரது பாடல்‌. இப்பாடல்‌ கடைச்‌ சங்கத்துத்‌ தொடக்க 
காலத்தில்‌ கடல்கோள்‌ பாண்டிநாட்டின்‌ தென்‌ பகுதியில்‌ நிகழ்ந்தது என்பதை நன்கு வலியுறுத்துகிறது. 
பாடல்‌ வருமாறு: 


“கடல்கொளப்‌ படாஅது உடலுநர்‌ ஊக்கார்‌ 

கழல்புனை திருந்தடிக்‌ காரிநின்‌ நாடே” - புறநானூறு 122: 1-2. 

இவ்வாறான கடற்கோளால்‌ தொடர்ந்து பாதிக்கப்பட்ட தமிழர்‌ என்று கூறப்படுகின்ற குமரிக்கண்ட மக்கள்‌ 
என்னவானார்கள்‌? குமரிக்கண்டம்‌ கடல்கோளுக்கு இரையானபோது, அதில்‌ நின்றும்‌ தப்பிய மக்களுடன்‌ 
பாண்டியன்‌ தொடர்ந்தும்‌ வடக்கு நோக்கிச்‌ சென்று தலைநகரை நிறுவினான்‌ என்கிறது தமிழ்‌ வரலாறு. 





ஆபிரிக்கா தொடக்கம்‌ அவுஸ்திரேலியா வரை நீண்டூ பரந்திருந்த லெமூரியாக்‌ கண்டத்து மக்கள்‌ 
கடல்கோளால்‌ பாதிக்கப்பட்டு தமது நிலப்பரப்பின்‌ வடக்கு நோக்கிப்‌ புலம்‌ பெயர்ந்து நாலா திக்க- 
லும்‌ சென்று குடியேறினார்கள்‌. வடக்கு நோக்கிச்‌ சென்றவர்கள்‌ ஹைபர்‌ கணவாய்‌ ஊடாக இந்தியத்‌ 
துணைக்கண்டத்திலிருந்து வெளியேறி மேற்கு நோக்கிச்‌ சென்றிருக்கிறார்கள்‌. இந்தியாவின்‌ வடமேற்குப்‌ 
பக்கமாக இருந்த நாடூகளில்‌ தமிழர்கள்‌ நாகரீகத்தின்‌ எச்சங்கள்‌ காணப்படுவதாகக்‌ கூறப்படுகிறது. 
இவ்வாறு புலம்‌ பெயர்ந்த மக்கள்‌ பேசிய மொழி தமிழ்‌ என்றும்‌ ௮வர்கள்‌ சென்ற சென்ற தேசங்களின்‌ 
சூழலுக்கேற்ப அவர்கள்‌ மொழியிலும்‌ உடலமைப்பிலும்‌ மாற்றம்‌ ஏற்பட்டன. கால நீட்சி காரணமாக 
அவர்களிடையே காணப்பட்ட அடிப்படை ஒற்றுமை மிக அண்மைக்காலம்‌ வரை ஆய்வுக்கு எட்ட- 
ஈததாகவே இருந்தது. இந்தியாவின்‌ பல்வேறு இடங்களில்‌ வாழ்ந்த மக்களிடையே கூட இந்த அடி- 
ப்படை ஒற்றுமை இன்று சிறிது சிறிதாக ஒப்புக்‌ கொள்ளப்பட்டு வருகிறது. மிக அண்மைக்காலத்தில்‌ 
திரையிடப்பட்ட “ஏழாம்‌ அறிவு” என்னும்‌ திரைப்படம்‌, பண்டைக்காலத்தில்‌ தமிழ்நாட்டார்‌ சீனத்துடன்‌ 
கொண்டிருந்த தொடர்பை மூலமாகக்‌ கொண்டது. விந்தியமலைக்குக்‌ கீழே வாழ்ந்தவர்கள்‌ ஓரளவு- 
க்கு ஒத்த மொழிக்‌ குடும்பத்தைச்‌ சார்ந்தவர்களாக இனம்‌ காணப்பட்டார்கள்‌. விந்திய மலைக்கும்‌ 
இமயமலைக்கும்‌. இடைப்பட்ட பகுதியில்‌ வாழ்ந்தவர்கள்‌ அரசியல்‌ பொருளாதார சமூக மாற்றங்களால்‌ 
தாக்குண்டு ஓரினமாகத்‌ தம்மை இணைத்துக்‌ கொண்டுள்ளார்கள்‌. அவர்கள்‌ மொழிகளில்‌ வடமொழி 
ஏற்படுத்திய பாதிப்பும்‌ அப்பாதிப்பு அனைத்து வட நாட்டு மொழிகளைப்‌ பேசும்‌ மக்களிடையே ஏற்படூ- 
த்திய ஒப்புமையும்‌. அவர்களை ஓரின மக்களாக இனம்‌ காண்பதற்கு இலகுவாக அமைந்தது. 


சிந்து வெளிப்பள்ளத்தாக்கில்‌ நடாத்தப்பட்ட புதைபொருள்‌ ஆய்வுகள்‌ மூலம்‌ உலகிற்கு வெளிக்‌ கெ- 








ஈணர்ந்த மொஹெஞ்சதாரோ, ஹரப்பா நாகரீகம்‌ உலகிற்குப்‌ புதிய உண்மைகளைக்‌ காட்டத்‌ தை 
லப்பட்டது. நான்‌ பல்கலைக்கழகத்தில்‌ ஏறக்குறைய 40 ஆண்டூகளுக்கு முன்‌ இந்திய வரலாற்றைத்‌ 
துணைப்பாடமாகக்‌ கற்ற காலத்தில்‌ மொஹைஞ்சதாரோ, ஹரப்பா நாகரீகங்கள்‌ பற்றிக்‌ கற்றுக்‌ கொண்ட 
தகவல்களிலிருந்து இன்று அவை பற்றிய ஆய்வு பெருமளவிற்கு முன்னேறியுள்ளது என்று சொல்வ- 
தற்கில்லை. சிந்துவெளிப்‌ பள்ளத்தாக்கு நாகரீகம்‌ பழம்‌ தமிழர்‌ நாகரீகம்‌ என்பதை உறுதிப்படுத்தி 
அதற்கும்‌ தமிழர்‌ பண்பாட்டிற்கும்‌ உரியதாகக்‌ கூறப்படும்‌ ஒற்றுமைகளை எடுத்துக்‌ கூறுவதற்காக இங்கு 
பேராசிரியர்‌ இ. பாலசுந்தரம்‌ ௮வர்கள்‌ வருகை தந்திருக்கிறார்கள்‌. அதனை அவரிடமே விட்டூவிடுவோம்‌. 
இன்று சிந்துவெளிப்‌ பள்ளத்தாக்கு, எகிப்து, கிரேக்கம்‌, ஜப்பான்‌, சீனா, சுமேரியா போன்ற பழம்‌ பெரும்‌ 
நாகரீகங்களைப்‌ பற்றிய ஆய்வு துரிதப்படுத்தப்பட்ட நிலையில்‌ பல உண்மைகள்‌ வெளி வரத்‌ தை 
லப்பட்டிருக்கின்றன. 


சீனர்‌: 

பண்டைத்‌ தமிழர்‌ பண்பாட்டில்‌ சீனரும்‌ மங்கோலியரும்‌ முக்கிய இடத்தைப்‌ பெறுகின்றனர்‌. சங்க 
இலக்கியங்களும்‌ அகழ்வாய்வுத்‌ தரவுகளும்‌ வரலாற்று ஆவணங்களும்‌ சீனத்திற்கும்‌ தமிழகத்திற்கும்‌ 
இடையே இருந்த தொடர்பினைக்‌ காட்டுகின்றன. இரும்புக்‌ காலத்தைச்‌ சேர்ந்த பண்டைய சீனத்தின்‌ 
பான்ஓ. பன்சான்‌, மாசாங்‌ போன்ற இடங்களில்‌ நடந்த அகழ்வாய்வில்‌ தமிழ்‌ நாட்டுப்‌ பண்பாட்டை ஒத்த 
மட்பாண்ட வரைவுகளும்‌ குறியீடுகளும்‌ கிடைத்துள்ளன. கொரியாவின்‌ கயா நாட்டின்‌ மட்பாண்டக்‌ 
குறியீடுகளிலும்‌ தமிழகக்‌ குறியீடுகளின்‌ ஒற்றுமை காணக்கிடக்கிறது. தற்போதைய வியட்நாம்‌ 
பகுதியில்‌ ஒக்யோ, மேகங்‌ சமவெளிப்‌ பகுதியளில்‌ தமிழகத்தின்‌ சங்ககாலப்‌ பொருட்கள்‌ கண்டு 
பிடிக்கப்பட்டுள்ளன. எனவே, பண்டைய சீனத்தின்‌ பல்வேறு பகுதிகளின்‌ வரலாற்றுச்‌ சிறப்புடைய 
அகழ்வாய்வுக்‌ கண்டூபிடிப்புக்ளில்‌ தமிழகத்தின்‌ குறியீடுகளைப்‌ ஒத்த குறியீடுகள்‌ காணப்படுகின்றன 
என்பதைக்‌ குறித்துக்‌ கொள்ளலாம்‌. 





ஜப்பானியர்‌: 

தமிழகத்தின்‌ மொழி, உலோகத்‌ தொழில்‌ நுட்பம்‌, துணி நெசவு, பெளத்தக்‌ கட்டடக்கலை மரபு, 
வேளாண்மரவு ஆகியவற்றுடன்‌ நெருங்கிய தொடர்புடைய கீழைத்தேச HIG ஜப்பான்‌. தமிழ்‌ நாட்டின்‌ 
பெருங்கற்காலக்‌ குறியீடுகளுக்கும்‌ ஜப்பானிய யாயோய்‌ காலத்து மட்பாண்டக்‌ குறியீட்டு வரைவுகளு- 
க்கும்‌ இடையே தெளிவான வடிவ ஒற்றுமைகள்‌ உண்டு என்பதை ஜப்பானின்‌ வடபகுதி கையுசு 
(Kyushu) கனினோகூமா. (Kanenokuma) யோசினோகாரி (Yoshinogari) என்னும்‌ இடங்களில்‌ கண்டெடூ- 
க்கப்பட்ட மட்பாண்ட வரைவுகளின்‌ வடிவங்கள்‌ காட்டூகின்றன. தென்னிந்திய ஆய்வாளர்‌ குருராஜராவ்‌ 
அவாகள்‌ (1991) இப்‌ பகுதியிலுள்ள மண்பாண்டப்‌ பண்பாட்டையும்‌ அவற்றில்‌ காணப்படும்‌ வரைவுக-ை 
ளயும்‌ பார்வையிட்டு, தென்னிந்தியாவின்‌ தாக்கம்‌ ஜப்பான்‌ வரை பரவியுள்ளதாகவும்‌ அவை கரையோரப்‌ 
பகுதியாலும்‌ கொரியாவின்‌ வழியாகவும்‌ பெறப்பட்டதாகக்‌ கருதுகிறார்‌. 





ஜப்பானிய குடுவை, பானை பிற மட்பாண்டங்கள்‌ அவற்றின்‌ கழுத்து, வாய்‌, முதுகுப்‌ பகுதிகளில்‌ கீறல்‌ 
வரைவுகள்‌ தமிழகப்‌ பெருங்கற்காலத்துக்‌ குறியீடுகளின்‌ வடிவத்தை .ஒத்தவையாகவும்‌ இருக்கின்றன. 
ஈம மட்பாண்டக்‌ குறியீடுகளின்‌ வடிவம்‌ ஜப்பானியப்‌ பண்பாட்டில்‌ புதிதாக இருந்தாலும்‌ Dono தமிழகத்‌- 
துடன்‌ மிகவும்‌ நெருங்கிய, பொதுவாகக்‌ கிடைக்கும்‌ தொடர்புடைய குறியீடாகவும்‌ உள்ளன. 





ட ஒப்புமை வடிவங்கள்‌ என்னும்‌ நிலையில்‌ தமிழகக்‌ குறியீடுகளும்‌ ஜப்பானியக்‌ குறியீடுகளும்‌ 
ஒப்பக்‌ காணப்படுகின்றன. ஒப்புமைக்‌ குறியீடுகள்‌ வரைவுகளின்‌ அமைப்பு முறைகளிடையே உள்ள 
இயல்பான காலத்தின்‌ வெளிப்பாடா? 





ப அல்லது சமகால மக்களிடையே பல்வேறு பகுதிகளுக்குப்‌ பரவிச்‌ சென்ற மக்களின்‌ மரபு சா- 

ர்ந்த பண்பாட்டுப்‌ பதிவுகளா? 

ப அல்லது பண்டைய சீன-திராவிட இனத்தின்‌ பண்பாட்டூத்‌ தொடர்பால்‌ ஏற்பட்ட விளைவா? 

ப அல்லது கீழைப்‌ பண்பாட்டின்‌ பொதுக்‌ கூறுகளாகக்‌ கொள்ளலாமா? என்னும்‌ கேள்விகளை 

எழுப்புகிறார்‌ ஆய்வாளர்‌, முனைவர்‌ இராசு பவுண்துரை. 
எகிப்தியர்‌: 
எகிப்தில்‌ கண்டறியப்பட்ட வரைவுகளும்‌ குறியீடுகளும்‌ தமிழகத்தில்‌ கிடைக்கும்‌ குறியீடுகளை ஒத்‌- 
திருக்கின்றன. எகிப்தில்‌ செங்கடல்‌ கரையில்‌ ரோமானியர்‌ காலத்தில்‌ பெரெனிகே (Berenike) என்ற 
வரலாற்றுப்‌ புகழ்‌ பெற்ற துறைமுகத்தில்‌ “கொற்றப்‌ பூமான” என்று தமிழில்‌ எழுதப்பட்ட சாடி கண்டற- 
யப்பட்டிருக்கிறது. இவ்வாறே வேறும்‌ பல பாத்திரங்களில்‌ தமிழ்‌ எழுத்துக்கள்‌ கண்டறியப்பட்டுள்ளன. 
ஐராவதம்‌ மகாதேவன்‌ அவர்கள்‌ இவற்றின்‌ காலத்தை கி. பி. 1 ஆம்‌ நூற்றாண்டிற்கு இட்டுச்‌ செல்க- 
றார்‌. 


சுமேரியர்‌: 

சிந்து வெளி முத்திரைக்‌ குறியீடுகளை முதன்‌ முதலில்‌ ஆய்வு செய்த எல்‌. ஏ. வேடல்‌ (1925), இவற்ை 
றச்‌ சுமேரியரின்‌ பண்டைய எழுத்துக்களுடன்‌ ஒப்பிட்டுப்‌ பார்க்க விளைந்தார்‌. ஆனால்‌ அவரது ஆய்வ- 
"ல்‌ இனங்காணப்பட்ட குறியீடுகளின்‌ ஒப்புமைக்‌ கூறுகள்‌ 2 விழுக்காடே என்றனர்‌. ஆனால்‌ தமிழகத்‌- 
தில்‌ கண்டெடுக்கப்பட்ட குறியீடுகள்‌ சுமேரியர்‌, சுமேரியன்‌-௮க்கேடியன்‌, மைசீனியன்‌ குறியீடுகளுடன்‌ 
மிகுதியான ஒப்புமைக்‌ கூறுகளுடன்‌ காணப்பட்டன. சுமேரியன்‌, அக்கேடியன்‌. ஹிட்டைட்‌ ஆகிய மூன்று 
தொன்மையான மொழி, எழுத்து மரபுகளுடன்‌ தமிழகக்‌ குறியீடுகளின்‌ வடிவங்கள்‌ பெரிதும்‌ ஒப்பு 
மயுள்ளனவாகக்‌ காணப்படுகின்றன. 


எனவே, பண்டைத்‌ தமிழர்‌ பண்பாடு, மேலைப்‌ பாண்பாடூகளுடன்‌ நெருங்கிய தொடர்புடையதாக இணைய- 
ஈன வரலாற்றுச்‌ சிறப்புக்‌ கொண்டதாகக்‌ காணப்படுகிறது. தமிழன்‌ கடல்‌ கடந்து பல நாடூகளுக்கும்‌ 
பொருள்‌ தேடிச்‌ சென்றிருக்கிறான்‌. அங்கெல்லாம்‌ தன்‌ அடையாளத்தைப்‌ பதித்து வந்திருக்கிறான்‌. 


முடிவாக குமரிக்கண்டத்தைக்‌ கடல்கோள்‌ கொண்டதன்‌ காரணமாக அங்கிருந்து தப்பிப்‌ பிழைத்த 
மக்கள்‌ (தமிழர்‌!!!) உலகின்‌ பல்வேறு பகுதிகளிலும்‌ குடியேறியதன்‌ காரணமாக, அந்‌ நிலப்பரப்பின்‌ 
கால, தேச, தட்ப வெட்ப நிலை காரணமாகப்‌ பல மாற்றங்களைப்‌ பெற்ற நிலையிலும்‌, அவர்கள்‌ 
தம்முடன்‌ கொண்டூ சென்ற பண்பாட்டூ எச்சங்கள்‌ இன்றும்‌ அவர்களை இனம்‌ காண்பதற்குத்‌ துணையாக 
இருக்கின்றன என்பது எமது ஆய்வுக்குரிய சாதகமான பக்கம்‌. இதன்‌ உண்மைத்‌ தன்மையைக்‌ காலம்‌ 
தான்‌ நிலைநாட்டவேண்டும்‌. 


இவற்றிலிருந்து நாம்‌ அறியக்கிடப்பதாவது: 

1. வரலாற்றுக்கு முற்பட்ட காலத்திலிருந்தே தமிழர்‌ கடல்கோள்‌, வாணிபம்‌, கல்வி முதலிய 
காரணங்களுக்காகத்‌ தாம்‌ பிறந்து வளர்ந்த நாட்டை விட்டு வெளியேற நேர்ந்திருக்கிறது. அவ்வாறு 
அவர்கள்‌ புதிய இடங்களைத்‌ தேடிச்‌ செல்லும்‌ போது அவர்கள்‌, தமது மரபுகளையும்‌ பழக்க 
வழக்கங்களையும்‌ தம்முடன்‌ கூடவே கொண்டூ சென்றனர்‌. 

2. அவ்வாறு அவர்கள்‌ புலம்‌: பெயர்ந்தபோது, பண்டைய சமுதாய அமைப்பில்‌ அம்‌ மக்கள்‌ 
பயன்படுத்தி வந்த வரைவுகளும்‌ குறியீடுகளும்‌ இடம்‌, காலம்‌, சூழல்‌ ஆகிய முக்காரணங்களின்‌ 
அடிப்படையிலும்‌... அவரவரது நம்பிக்கை, சடங்குகள்‌, வழிபாட்டு முறை ஆகிய தொன்மச்‌ சிந்‌- 
தனைகளின்‌ அடிப்படையிலும்‌ மாறியும்‌ இடம்‌ பெற்றிருக்கின்றன. 








3. ஆனாலும்‌ தொல்லியல்‌ ஆய்வுப்‌ பொருட்கள்‌ அவை உணர்த்தும்‌ பொருட்சார்‌ பண்பாடும்‌ மற்றும்‌ 
கணிதம்‌ சார்ந்த அறிவியலும்‌ இயற்கை சார்ந்த தொன்மங்களும்‌ அக்கால மக்களின்‌ அறிவியல்‌ 
சார்ந்த தகவல்‌ தொடர்பு குறியீடுகளாகப்‌ பயன்படூத்தப்பட்டுள்ளன என்பதை ஒரு பொதுமைக்‌ 
கூறாகக்‌ கொள்ளலாம்‌. 
4. பழமை சான்ற நாடுகள்‌, பழமையான மரபுகளை ஒன்றிலிருந்து ஒன்று பெற்றும்‌ அவற்றைத்‌ 
தொடர்ந்து பின்பற்றியும்‌ வந்துள்ளமை தெரிகிறது. 
a மேலைக்‌ கீழைப்‌ பண்பாடுகள்‌ பண்டைத்‌ தமிழரின்‌ பண்பாட்டுடன்‌ நெருங்கிய தொடர்புடைய 
மொழி. வரலாற்றுச்‌ சான்றுகளாகத்‌ தமிழகத்தின்‌ பண்டைய வரைவுகளும்‌ குறியீடுகளும்‌ அமைகி- 
ன்றன. 
6. தமிழ்‌ மொழி, தான்‌ சென்ற சென்ற இடமெல்லாம்‌ தன்‌ முத்திரை பதித்துத்‌ தனிப்பெரும்‌ 
செம்மொழியாகத்‌ திகழ்ந்திருந்ததைப்‌ பண்டைய தமிழகக்‌ குறியீடுக்ள உறுதி செய்கின்றன. 
ர்‌ தமிழகத்தில்‌ கண்டறியப்பட்ட பண்டைய குறியீடுகளையும்‌ சிந்துவெளிக்‌ குறியீடுகளையும்‌ 
தொகுத்துப்‌ பார்க்கும்‌ போது அவற்றின்‌ இடையே காணப்படும்‌ வரைவு ஒற்றுமைகளும்‌ மொழி, எழுத்‌- 
துக்‌ குறித்த சிந்தனைகளும்‌ ஒரு தொடர்ச்சியான வரலாற்றைப்‌ பெற்றுத்‌ திகழ்கின்றன. 
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THE FOREVER VICTIM: TAMIL WOMEN IN POST-WAR SRI LANKA 





Dr. Nimmi Gowrinathan 
Director, Politics of Sexual Violence Initiative 
& Visiting Professor, City College New York, USA 


iolence against women, everywhere, is difficult to document — and even harder to prove. Yet we know 

that it has happened, and continues to shape the lives of Tamil women in the North and East of Sri 

Lanka. Last week, | was with the President of the Tunisian Truth and Reconciliation Commission, dis- 
cussing the challenges of how to obtain the difficult information on violations against women, that we don’t 
know, in order to address the past, but also, how to use the information we do have - to allow these same 
women to move forward. 


“The Forever Victim: Tamil Women in Post-War Sri Lanka” emerged from a renewed interest in sexual violence 
following the violent rape of “Vidya” in the islands off the Northern coast. From this moment, like extreme 
moments of violence elsewhere in South Asia, emerged narratives based on very little evidence or any con- 
sideration of the broader, more political, problems. These narratives (for example the statement that rape by 
the military is now over, rape is only within the Tamil community) shaped both the on-the-ground response as 
well as perceptions of interested policymakers abroad. 


The report does not, and could not, try to provide exhaustive, thorough documentation of the numbers of 
Tamil women who were raped, and by whom. It, instead, relies on over fifty interviews on the island that re- 
veal patterns of violence which highlight how the problem of sexual violence is used, and misused, by multiple 
actors in ways that deny Tamil women any real political agency. The testimony presented below suggests that 
the reduction in women’s economic agency puts them at higher risk of sexual violence (both from military and 
inter-community sources) and of engaging in transactional sex. What’s more, interventions aimed at helping, 
appear to be exacerbating these dynamics by re-inscribing an extremely limited political and economic role 
for Tamil women. 


Though allegations of rape by state forces has declined since the immediate post-war period, the deep trau- 
ma from this period -- coupled with the complete impunity offered to perpetrators of these crimes -- allows 
rape to persist as one of the primary concerns of Tamil women. While some sub-groups of Tamil women are 
‘particularly vulnerable’ to rape (those living near large army camps, the disabled), most Tamil women live 
with a disturbing spectrum of aggressive sexual behaviors from military personnel. This extends to what one 
Tamil activist called, “psychological forms of sexual violence, threats of rape and sexual intimidation, through 
the military that is still there, even if the numbers of personnel have decreased.” The pervasive fear of rape, in 
itself, prevents the mobility of women, limiting their productivity and willingness to participate in any public 
activity whether social, cultural, or political. 





Most community activists in the North caution that there is a lack of available data, but there appears to be an 
increase in inter-community sexual violence amongst Tamils. This, however, cannot be understood outside of 
the context of the impact of the war, particularly in its final stages. One activist highlights the constant move- 
ment and displacement of Tamil populations during the war, pointing out that it is only now “they have gone 
back to their villages, there is a breakdown in social capital and loss of social cohesion. The feeling of being 
part of a community is gone” A rise in alcoholism, that some blame on state-run liquor shops popping up on 
every corner, coupled with a general sense of powerlessness amongst Tamil men has altered behaviors in ways 
that most acutely affect Tamil women. Family relationships have destabilized. The final stages of the war saw a 
rash of ‘early marriages’, with teenage girls marrying “the next door neighbor’s son or some uncle” to prevent 
forced recruitment into the LTTE. Some even tried hastily to get pregnant, in order to be physically unable to 
fight. The post-war abandonment left young widows hurriedly looking to “re-marry to protect their reputa- 
tion.” With the institution of marriage, formerly the backbone of community relationships, undermined, Tamil 
women have been increasingly vulnerable to teenage pregnancies, inter-family and inter-community molesta- 
tion, harassment, and rape. 
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j ‘ : Tamil Women in Post-War Sri Lanka ்‌ ; 
interventions by the _ inter- national community have 


failed to engage critically with these dynamics, offer- 
ing programs that reinforce the dependent and subordinate position of Tamil women, by restricting them to 
traditionally “feminine” roles. In their efforts to restore women, from the ‘damage’ of war to the ‘normalcy’ of 
their pre-war position, they have failed to consider that this amounts to returning to the decades-old gender 
roles of 1970s Tamil society. 





For ex-combatant women, all of the dynamics described above are complicated by the social stigma around 
their involvement in the movement. This stigma is both cultural, a conservative backlash against the involve- 
ment of women in politics and public life, and strategic: community members fear the wrath of military forces 
or come under increased surveillance themselves for interacting with the ex-combatant. “Time and time again 
women have said they have not talked to our people, because nobody is listening sympathetically.” In a con- 
text where memory of the past is a threat to living a “normal” life, many female ex-combatants try desperately 
to hide their identity externally, and internally repress any thoughts of “that time”. One ex-combatant explains, 





“| am trying to forget, there is no need to dig up memories. | will focus on my family now, and my daughter.” 
Those that are able to get married to civilian men try to be as “domestic” as possible in their bid for cultural 
normalcy. 


Those intervening in the post-war context must ask themselves: “What do we know about the kind of life Tamil 
women want to lead?” Not every woman is a rape victim, and not every woman wants a sewing machine. But 
all women will benefit from expanded space for economic and political agency. An increase in the number of 
Tamil-speaking police women or the strategic commitment of Tamil political parties to engage Tamil women 
(rather than politicizing their stories) may be a starting point towards real change. However, without listening 
to Tamil women’s lived experiences, understanding how these experiences shape their political perspectives, 
and providing real space for their political engagement -- efforts to improve their situation cannot succeed. 


https://colinpowellcenter1.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/forever-victims.pdf 
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VADDUKODDAI RESOLUTION 
THE RESOLUTION 
Unanimously adopted at the First National Convention of the 
TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT 
held at Vaddukoddai 
on May 14 1976 
Chairman SJV Chelvanayakam 0.0, MP (KS) 


divided between themselves the possession of Ceylon, the Sinhalese inhabiting the interior of the 
country in its Southern and Western parts from the river Walawe to that of Chilaw and the Tamils 
possessing the Northern and Eastern districts; And, 


ஆரி வ throughout the centuries from the dawn of history, the Sinhalese and Tamil nations have 


Whereas, the Tamil Kingdom was overthrown in war and conquered by the Portuguese in 1619, and from 
them by the Dutch and the British in turn, independent of the Sinhalese Kingdoms; And, 


Whereas, the British Colonists, who ruled the territories of the Sinhalese and Tamil Kingdoms separately, 
joined under compulsion the territories of the Sinhalese and the Tamil Kingdoms for purposes of administra- 
tive convenience on the recommendation of the Colebrooke Commission in 1833; And, 


Whereas, the Tamil Leaders were in the forefront of the Freedom movement to rid Ceylon of colonial bondage 
which ultimately led to the grant of independence to Ceylon in 1948; And, 


Whereas, the foregoing facts of history were completely overlooked, and power over the entire country was 
transferred to the Sinhalese nation on the basis of a numerical majority, thereby reducing the Tamil nation to 
the position of subject people; And, 


Whereas, successive Sinhalese governments since independence have always encouraged and fostered the 
aggressive nationalism of the Sinhalese people and have used their political power to the detriment of the 
Tamils by- 


(a) Depriving one half of the Tamil people of their citizenship and franchise rights thereby reducing Tamil rep- 
resentation in Parliament, 


(b) Making serious inroads into the territories of the former Tamil Kingdom by a system of planned and 
state-aided Sinhalese colonization and large scale regularization of recently encouraged Sinhalese encroach- 


ments, calculated to make the Tamils a minority in their own homeland, 


(c) Making Sinhala the only official language throughout Ceylon thereby placing the stamp of inferiority on the 
Tamils and the Tamil Language, 


(d) Giving the foremost place to Buddhism under the Republican constitution thereby reducing the Hindus, 





Christians, and Muslims to second class status in this Country, 


(e) Denying to the Tamils equality of opportunity in the spheres of employment, education, land alienation and 
economic life in general and starving Tamil areas of large scale industries and development schemes thereby 
seriously endangering their very existence in Ceylon, 


(f) Systematically cutting them off from the main-stream of Tamil cultures in South India while denying them 
opportunities of developing their language and culture in Ceylon, thereby working inexorably towards the 
cultural genocide of the Tamils, 


(g) Permitting and unleashing communal violence and intimidation against the Tamil speaking people as hap- 
pened in Amparai and Colombo in 1956; all over the country in 1958; army reign of terror in the Northern and 
Eastern Provinces in 1961; police violence at the International Tamil Research Conference in 1974 resulting in 
the death of nine persons in Jaffna; police and communal violence against Tamil speaking Muslims at Puttalam 
and various other parts of Ceylon in 1976 - all these calculated to instill terror in the minds of the Tamil speak- 
ing people, thereby breaking their spirit and the will to resist injustices heaped on them, 


(h) By terrorizing, torturing, and imprisoning Tamil youths without trial for long periods on the flimsiest 
grounds, 


(i) Capping it all by imposing on the Tamil Nation a constitution drafted, under conditions of emergency with- 
out opportunities for free discussion, by a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of the Soulbury Con- 
stitution distorted by the Citizenship laws resulting in weightage in representation to the Sinhalese majority, 
thereby depriving the Tamils of even the remnants of safeguards they had under the earlier constitution, And, 
Whereas, all attempts by the various Tamil political parties to win their rights, by co-operating with the gov- 
ernments, by parliamentary and extra-parliamentary agitations, by entering into pacts and understandings 
with successive Prime Ministers, in order to achieve the bare minimum of political rights consistent with the 
self-respect of the Tamil people have proved to be futile; And, 


Whereas, the efforts of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress to ensure non-domination of the minorities by the ma- 
jority by the adoption of a scheme of balanced representation in a Unitary Constitution have failed and even 
the meagre safeguards provided in article 29 of the Soulbury Constitution against discriminatory legislation 
have been removed by the Republican Constitution; And, 


Whereas, the proposals submitted to the Constituent Assembly by the Ilankai Thamil Arasu Kadchi for main- 
taining the unity of the country while preserving the integrity of the Tamil people by the establishment of an 
autonomous Tamil State within the framework of a Federal Republic of Ceylon were summarily and totally 
rejected without even the courtesy of a consideration of its merits; And, 


Whereas, the amendments to the basic resolutions, intended to ensure the minimum of safeguards to the 
Tamil people moved on the basis of the nine point demands formulated at the conference of all Tamil Politi- 
cal parties at Valvettithurai on 7th February 1971 and by individual parties and Tamil members of Parliament 
including those now in the government party, were rejected in toto by the government and Constituent As- 
sembly; And, 


Whereas, even amendments to the draft proposals relating to language, religion, and fundamental-rights in- 


cluding one calculated to ensure that at least the provisions of the Tamil Lanaguage (Special Provisions) Reg- 
ulations of 1956 be included in the Constitution, were defeated, resulting in the boycott of the Constituent 
Assembly by a large majority of the Tamil members of Parliament; And, 


Whereas, the Tamil United Liberation Front, after rejecting the Republican Constitution adopted on the 22nd 
of May, 1972, presented a six point demand to the Prime Minister and the Government on 25th June, 1972, 
and gave three months time within which the Government was called upon to take meaningful steps to amend 
the Constitution so as to meet the aspirations of the Tamil Nation on the basis of the six points, and informed 
the Government that if it failed to do so the Tamil United Liberation Front would launch a non-violent direct 
action against the Government in order to win the freedom and the rights of the Tamil Nation on the basis of 
the right of self-determination; And, 


Whereas, this last attempt by the Tamil United Liberation Front to win Constitutional recognition of the rights 
of the Tamil Nation without jeopardizing the unity of the country was callously ignored by the Prime Minister 
and the Government; And, 


Whereas, the opportunity provided by the Tamil United Liberation leader to vindicate the Government’s con- 
tention that their constitution had the backing of the Tamil people, by resigning from his membership of the 
National State Assembly and creating a by-election was deliberately put off for over two years in utter disre- 
gard of the democratic right of the Tamil voters of Kankesanthurai, and, 


Whereas, in the by-election held on the 6th February 1975, the voters of Kankesanthurai by a preponderant 
majority not only rejected the Republican Constitution imposed on them by the Sinhalese Government, but 
also gave a mandate to Mr. S.J.V. Chelvanayakam, Q.C. and through him to the Tamil United Liberation Front for 
the restoration and reconstitution of the Free Sovereign, Secular, Socialist State of TAMIL EELAM. 


The first National Convention of the Tamil United Liberation Front meeting at Pannakam (Vaddukoddai Con- 
stituency) on the 14th day of May, 1976, hereby declares that the Tamils of Ceylon by virtue of their great 
language, their religions, their separate culture and heritage, their history of independent existence as a 
separate state over a distinct territory for several centuries till they were conquered by the armed might of 
the European invaders and above all by their will to exist as a separate entity ruling themselves in their own 
territory, are a nation distinct and apart from Sinhalese and this Convention announces to the world that 
the Republican Constitution of 1972 has made the Tamils a slave nation ruled by the new colonial masters, 
the Sinhalese ,who are using the power they have wrongly usurped to deprive the Tamil Nation of its terri- 
tory, language citizenship, economic life, opportunities of employment and education, thereby destroying 
all the attributes of nationhood of the Tamil people. 


And, while taking note of the reservations in relation to its commitment to the setting up of a separated state 
of TAMIL EELAM expressed by the Ceylon Workers Congress as a Trade Union of the Plantation Workers, the 
majority of whom live and work outside the Northern and Eastern areas, 


This convention resolves that restoration and reconstitution of the Free, Sovereign, Secular, Socialist State of 


TAMIL EELAM, based on the right of self determination inherent to every nation, has become inevitable in 
order to safeguard the very existence of the Tamil Nation in this Country. 


This Convention further declares - 


a. that the State of TAMIL EELAM shall consist of the people of the Northern and Eastern provinces and 
shall also ensure full and equal rights of citizenship of the State of TAMIL EELAM to all Tamil speaking people 
living in any part of Ceylon and to Tamils of EELAM origin living in any part of the world who may opt for citi- 
zenship of TAMIL EELAM. 


b. that the constitution of TAMIL EELAM shall be based on the principle of democratic decentralization 
50 as to ensure the non-domination of any religious or territorial community of TAMIL EELAM by any other 
section. 


ட. that in the state of Tamil Eelam caste shall be abolished and the observance of the pernicious practice 
of untouchability or inequality of any type based on birth shall be totally eradicated and its observance in any 
form punished by law. 


d. that TAMIL EELAM shall be a secular state giving equal protection and assistance to all religions to 
which the people of the state may belong. 


6, that Tamil shall be the language of the State, but the rights of Sinhalese speaking minorities in Tamil 
Eelam to education and transaction of business in their language shall be protected on a reciprocal basis with 
the Tamil speaking minorities in the Sinhala State. 


it that Tamil Eelam shall be a Socialist State wherein the exploitation of man by man shall be forbidden, 
the dignity of labor shall be recognized, the means of production and distribution shall be subject to public 
ownership and control while permitting private enterprise in these branches within limit prescribed by law, 
economic development shall be on the basis of socialist planning and there shall be a ceiling on the total 
wealth that any individual of family may acquire. 


This Convention directs the Action Committee of the TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION FRONT to formulate a plan 
of action and launch without undue delay the struggle for winning the sovereignty and freedom of the Tamil 
Nation; 


And this Convention calls upon the Tamil Nation in general and the Tamil youth in particular to come forward 
to throw themselves fully into the sacred fight for freedom and to flinch not till the goal of a sovereign state 
of TAMIL EELAM is reached. 


(This is a translation of the Resolution Unanimously Adopted at the 1st National Convention of the Tamil 
United Liberation Front, held at Pannakam (Vaddukoddai Constituency) on May 15 1976, Presided over by Mr. 
Chelvanayakam, Q.C, M.P. The TULF went to polls in 1977 with this and received an overwhelming mandate 
from the Tamil electorate. This was the last time Tamils of Eelam were able to express their wish freely at a 
democratically conducted poll.) 
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ஊ௫ுக்ககாட்டைத்‌ தீத்சானக்‌ VADOUKODOA! RESOLUTION 


40 years on...the struggle continues 


For Immediate release 
15-01-2016 


We extend out heartiest hai thirunaal greetings to all! 


We have entered the 40" year since the people of Tamil Eelam proclaimed to the world their deeply held 
political aspirations through the Vaddukoddai Resolution in 1976, based on the principles of homeland, 
nationhood and the right to self-determination. The essence of the Resolution declared on 14 May 1976 under 
the leadership of the late S.J.V Chelvanayagam was the enunciation by Tamils that, in view of their long 
maligned experiences, they could no longer live under the hegemonic rule of a Sinhala Buddhist State. In the 
subsequent General Elections of 1977, the Tamil people gave a clear mandate for the Resolution by electing all 
candidates who stood behind it. That mandate by the people lives in their spirit forty years on. 


The introduction of the draconian Sixth Amendment to the Constitution in 1983, which denied people their 
freedom of expression and criminalised the advocacy of a separate state of Tamil Eelam, has removed today the 
political space for Tamils to express their true political aspirations. However, through exercising the inherent 
right of all Nations to self-determination according to universal law, Eelam Tamils continue to claim their right 
to self-rule. 





Despite the efforts of Sri Lanka and its apparatus of state terrorism through the genocidal war unleashed in 
Mullivaaikaal to suppress the Tamil people’s thirst for freedom, Tamils the world over continue to breathe the 
thoughts and dreams of a free Tamil Eelam. The events of Mullivaaikaal have only reaffirmed how unfeasible it 
is for the Tamil people to exist within a Sinhala Buddhist State structure. 


It is not an accident that there is convergence in the efforts of the Sinhala rulers to convert their military wins 
claimed through a war into political capital, and the attention paid by international State actors in consolidating 
the regime change in Sri Lanka built according to their own interests. 


It is also remarkable that this year marks a confrontation between the 40" anniversary of the Vaddukoddai 
Resolution which is an expression of the political aspirations of the Eelam Tamil people, and the efforts of the 
Sinhala rulers to address the constitution itself in the name of solving the Tamil National question. Meanwhile, 
Tamils in the homeland have their everyday existence curtailed by the heavy military presence, and the space 
for expression of their political aspirations completely denied under the Sixth Amendment. 


Under these circumstances, prudence dictates that we emphasise the significance of holding a UN supervised 
referendum for Eelam Tamils to express their political aspirations; and we, as Tamils in the homeland, the 
Diaspora, Tamil Nadu and indeed as World Tamils, come together to take on strategic action that is mutually 
reinforcing our political work. 


It is with this in mind that the Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam, the International Council of Eelam 
Tamils and the International Tamil Youth Organisation have chosen to work together on projects which shall 
bolster the Vaddukoddai Resolution in this 40" anniversary year, and take it forward in all its dimensions with 
vigour towards our political goals. As a unified expression of the immense significance of this the 40" year of 
the Vaddukoddai Resolution, we have designed a special logo that shall be adopted by us all. 


With solidarity and fellowship, we call upon all Tamil organisations and movements founded on the principles 
of the Vaddukoddai Resolution to come forward and work together on this momentous occasion. 








Thirst of all Tamils is Tamil Eelam! 
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தார்மீகம்‌ 


கைவிடப்பட்டோருக்கு உதவுவதற்கான திட்டம்‌ 





The biggest disease today is 
hot leprosy or tuberculosis, 
but rather the feeling of 
being Unwanted. 


Mother Teresa 





உதவ முன்வருவோர்‌ அழைக்கவும்‌ 
416.751.8483 


இது புலம்பெயர்‌ விவகார அமைச்சிள்‌ அனுசரணையுடன்‌ 
நடாத்தப்படும்‌ திட்டம்‌ 

















WILL TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE DAWN IN SRI LANKA 





Pr, Park 7720-௩௮௯௦ 


conflict between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the Sri Lankan state in May 2009. 

The Tamils had great trust in the International juctice mechanisms and lobbied around the world with 
key International players like the USA, U.K, India, France, Canada, Australia to name a few. They advocated 
their just cause with the International Human Rights groups when the UN failed to take note of the Genocide 
that had taken place in Sri Lanka. The Permanent People’s Tribunal triggered the series of actions that was to 
be initiated by the UN including the appointement of the three members UN Secretary General Panel of Ex- 
perts, the Charles Petrie commission. 


[Te world knows that 146,679 Tamils are unaccounted in Sri Lanka at the end of the 26 years old armed 


This was followed by three continuous resolutions against Sri Lanka to investigate War Crimes and implement 
a truth seeking mechanism. The Mahinda Rajapakse regime which was very pro Chinese became the prime 
target of USA, India and UK. The third resolution of 2014, the strongest of the three passed sought an Interna- 
tional Mechanism under UN supervision. Within 10 months in January 2015, Mahinda Rajapakse regime ended 
and the same year in October, the accuser (USA) and the accused (Sri Lanka) jointly put forward a resolution, 
completely taming all the three previous resolutions and giving 18 months time for Sri Lanka to implement it. 
Many pro-government Tamil political parties as well as NGOs were jubilant with the UN victory of Sri Lanka 
with the hope that Transitional Justice would be a reality for the Tamils. Many even mooted the South African 
model and took a number of initiatives. So far the Tamils have not got anything substantial. The genocidal 
armed forces remain in the North amidst the victims, the Prevention of Terrorism Act is yet to be repealed, 
the sexual violence continues as being documented by the STOP project of World renowned Human Rights ac- 
tivist Ms.Yasmeen Sooka of South Africa. The Tamil political prisioners continue to languish in many unknown 
prisons. 


There are four key parts of transitional justice: 

a. Truth-seeking — Sri Lanka is yet to identify the model for truth seeking despite the war ending more 
than six year ago. South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC)model has been proposed but will 
it work in the Sri Lankan context is the big question mark as Sri Lanka is a country known for institutional im- 
punity and the General who carried out the war is a senior minister in the cabinet. The former president who 
ran the ‘War for Peace’ and ‘No Mercy’ war on the Tamils heads the reconciliation efforts. 

0. Prosecutions - So far there has been a zero prosecution from the side of the 0600010675. At the same 
time many Tamils have been spending years behind the bars under the PTA. Severe crimes like arbitrary kill- 
ings, disappearances, sexual violence against Tamil women, attacks on the media, attacks on children and un- 
armed civilians to name a few have gone un investigated, closing the doors for.prosecution. The high degree 
of state sponsored impunity makes prosecution a very distant dream. 





cS Reparations — So far no Tamil has received any reparation for the damages that have been caused 
to them. The UN estimated that nearly 160,000 houses were destroyed or damaged during the civil war, the 
resolute Tamils have rebuilt them with help from NGOs and other sources. Thousands of them have been 
maimed, there are 90,000 war widows, yet there is so far no talk of repartaions 

d. Institutional reforms — The only notable institution reform post Mahinda Rajapakse regime is to do 
away with the Presidential form of government. Even the basic demand of the Tamils for provincial autonomy 
remains in peril. 


With this kind of a background it is hard to understand if a true transitional justice mechanism would ever be 
implemented in Sri Lanka which would benefit the Tamils. 


In the last six decades, the initiatives taken by Tamils in Sri Lanka to convince successive Sinhala regimes that 
both “The Tamil Nation” and “The Sinhala Nation” (which existed independently prior to the arrival of colonial 
power) should have equal rights, as recognised in the “International Bill of Human Rights,” have failed to meet 
their aspirations. 


Nearly seven years after the ending of the war, legitimate reparation, community recovery and national rec- 
onciliation are yet to take place. The community and its members need to be able to benefit from the devel- 
opmental programs being undertaken. Economic recovery will not be sufficient; people need to reconstruct 
communities, re-establish social norms and values, which were lost as the result of the 30 years of war. This 
justifies the need for rehabilitation as a form of reparation clarified by the UN ‘Basic Principles and Guidelines 
on the Right to a Remedy and Reparations for Victims’ as taking five forms: restitution, compensation, reha- 
bilitation, satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition . This should necessarily include psychosocial rehabil- 
itation at the individual, family and community levels . Significant advances have taken place in recognizing 
universal human rights, in particular the right to health that is now enshrined in international human rights 
law, humanitarian law and criminal law. 


Transitional justice aims primarily to establish criminal accountability of perpetrators and to respect the rights 
of victims to reparation. The United Nations, transitional justice is the full range of processes and mech- 
anisms associated with a society’s attempt to come to terms with a legacy of large-scale past abuses. The 
victims in Sri Lanka, about half a million displaced people and ninety thousand war widows, most of them are 
still waiting for accountability, justice and reconciliation, four years after the end of conflict. Transitional justice 
processes and mechanisms are a critical component of the United Nations framework for strengthening the 
rule of law and the Tamils should not accept anything less than that. 


i www.irinnews.org/report/.../sri-lanka-returnees-dream-new-houses-north 

ii. International Bill of Human Rights http://www.humanrights.com/what-are-human-rights/international-human-rights-law-continued.html 

iii UN General Assembly (2005). Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and Reparations for Victims of Gross 

iv Somasundaram, D. (2010). Preliminary Thoughts on Psychosocial Rehabilitation after Mass Atrocities. Rehabilitation as a Form of Reparation 
Opportunities and Challenges. F. Freyenhagen and C. Ferstman. Essex University, UK, REDRESS & Transitional Justice Network 
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தமிழின அழிப்பு குறித்த சர்வதேச நீதிவிசாரணைக்கு 
புலம்பெயர்‌ தமிழர்களின்‌ பங்களிப்பு 


நிமல்‌ வினாயகமூர்த்தி 
நிதியமைச்சர்‌, நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம 


லங்கா அரசு செய்த போர்க்குற்றங்கள்‌ குறித்த விசாரணைகளுக்கான பொறிமுறை இன்று 

மிகப்‌ பலவீனமடைந்துள்ளது. ஸ்ரீலங்கா அரச இயந்திரம்‌ மிகவும்‌ தந்திரமான முறையில்‌ பே- 
ஈரக்குற்ற விசாரணைகளை நீர்த்துப்போக வைக்கும்‌ முயற்சிகளில்‌ ஈடுபட்டுள்ளது. ஸ்ரீலங்காவுக்கான 
அரச இயந்திரத்தின்‌ இந்த மனிதாபிமானமற்ற போக்கை முறியடிக்கும்‌ நடவடிக்கைளை புலம்பெயர்‌ 
நாடுகளில்‌ ஈழத்தமிழர்‌ அமைப்புக்கள்‌ முன்னெடூப்பதில்கூட ஒரு மந்த நிலை காணப்படூகிறது. இந்நிை 
லயில்‌ “தாமதிக்கப்பட்ட நீதி மறுக்கப்பட்ட நீதியாகும்‌” என்பதை நன்கு புரிந்தநிலையில்‌ நாடுகடந்த 
தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌ நடவடிக்கைகளை எடுத்து வருகிறது. நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌ தன்‌ மேல- 
திக நடவடிக்கைகளுள்‌ ஒன்றாக ஸ்ரீலங்கா அரசின்மீதான போர்க்குற்ற விசாரணைகளை துரிதப்படூத்தும்‌ 
மற்றுமொரு பொறிமுறையை உருவாக்கியுள்ளது. அதன்படிக்கு, ஐந்து நிபுணர்களைக்‌ கொண்ட சட்ட 
வல்லுனர்‌ குழு ஒன்று நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தால்‌ உருவாக்கப்பட்டூள்ளது. 





“நிலைமாற்றுக்கால நீதிப்‌ பொறியமைவுகளை பாதிக்கப்பட்டவர்களின்‌ பார்வையிலிருந்து கண்காணி- 
ப்பதற்கான நிபுணர்கள்‌ குழு” என்றழைக்கப்படும்‌ இக்குழுவின்‌ தலைமைத்துவத்தின்கீழ்‌ பல்வேறு சட்ட 
நடவடிக்கைகள்‌ துரித கதியில்‌ முடூக்கிவிடப்பட்டுள்ளன. அவை எஈழத்தமிரின்‌ நீதி தேடிலில்‌ ஒரு 
படியாக நிச்சயம்‌ அமையும்‌. ஈழத்தமிழினத்தில்‌ பிறந்த காரணத்தால்‌ கொல்லப்பட்டும்‌ காணாமல்‌ போ- 
க்கப்பட்டும்விட்ட நம்‌ உடன்பிறப்புகளுக்கான நீதியை பெறும்‌ நடவடிக்கைகளை முன்னெடூத்து கொடை 
லயாளிகளை தண்டனைக்குள்ளாக்கும்‌ நம்‌ கடமையை நாம்‌ தொடர்ந்து தாமதிக்க முடியாது. 





மேலும்‌ இதற்கொப்பான அரசியல்‌ நீதி கோரும்‌ இன்னும்‌ பல நடவடிக்கைகளும்‌ நிலுவையில்‌ உள்ளன. 
நாடுகடந்த அரசாங்கம்‌ அவற்றையும்‌ தொடர்ச்சியாக முன்னெடுக்க வேண்டிய கட்டாயத்தில்‌ உள்ளது. 
இந்நடவடிக்கைகள்‌ அனைத்துமே உயர்‌ நிலைப்பட்ட அரசியல்‌ பரப்புரைகள்‌ என வகைப்படுத்‌- 
தப்படக்கூடியவை. இதற்காக, நமக்கு ஆதரவாயிருக்கத்தக்க நம்பகத்தன்மைகொண்ட சிறப்பு வழக்கற- 
"ஞர்களை சர்வதேச அளவில்‌ அணுகி, தகுந்தவர்களுடன்‌ இணைந்து கூட்டாக இயங்குவது நம்‌ முதல்‌ 
கடமையாகிறது. இது மிகவும்‌ சிரமமானதொரு வேலை என்பதும்‌ அதற்கான செலவுகள்‌ மிக அதி- 
கமானதாக இருக்கின்றன என்பதும்‌ நீங்கள்‌ அறியாததல்ல. பல சிரமங்களின்‌ மத்தியில்‌ நாடுகடந்த 
தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌ அதை தொடர்கிறது. ஆனால்‌ ஸ்ரீலங்கா அரசாங்கம்‌. எமது நீதியான கோரிக்கைக- 
ளை உதாசீனப்படுத்தவைக்கும்‌ பரப்புரைகளை சர்வதேச அளவில்‌ வெகு கச்சிதமாக முன்னெடுத்துச்‌ 
செல்கிறது. அவர்களுக்கு நிதி ஒரு பிரச்சனை அல்ல என்பதையும்‌ நாம்‌. கவனிக்க வேண்டும்‌. 





இதனால்தான்‌ நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ சார்பில்‌ தமிழ்மக்களிடம்‌ நிதியுதவி கோரிப்‌ பல 
வேண்டுகோள்களை விடூக்கவேண்டிய கட்டாயத்தில்‌ நாம்‌ இருக்கிறோம்‌. . பல்வேறு சிரமங்களுடன்‌ 
புலம்பெயர்‌ தேசங்களில்‌ வாழும்‌ உங்களிடம்‌ மேலும்‌ மேலும்‌ நிதியுதவி கோருவதன்‌ விளைவாக 





உங்களை இன்னும்‌ சிரமத்திற்குள்‌ கொண்டூ செல்கிறோம்‌ என்பதையும்‌ நாம்‌ அறிவோம்‌. ஆயினும்‌ 
புலம்பெயர்ந்த தமிழர்களாகிய நாம்தான்‌ ஈழப்போராட்டத்தின்‌ வளர்ச்சிக்கு ஏற்கனவே பெரும்‌ பங்க- 
£ற்றியவர்கள்‌. அதுமட்டுமல்ல, ஈழப்போராட்டத்தின்‌ தார்மீகத்‌ தேவைநிலையை சர்வதேச அளவில்‌ 
கொண்டூ சென்றவர்களும்‌ நாங்களே. போராட்டத்தின்‌ ஒவ்வொரு வளர்ச்சி நிலையிலும்‌ அனைத்துத்‌ 
தேவையான வளங்களை வழங்கிய பெருமையும்‌ நமக்கு உண்டு. அவற்றையெல்லாம்‌ நாம்‌ உளச்சு- 
த்தியுடன்‌ செய்திருந்தபோதும்‌ இன்று போராட்டம்‌ துரதிஸ்டவசமாக உறைநிலைக்கு வந்துவிட்டது. 
அதுபோலவே இன்றைய நமது நீதி கோரலுக்கான தொடர்போராட்டமும்‌ உறைநிலையை அடைந்துவ- 
டைக்கூடாது என்ற தார்மீகக்‌ கோபமும்‌ நம்மிடத்தில்‌ உண்டு. அதனால்தான்‌ நாடூகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசா- 
ங்கத்தின்‌ முயற்சிகளுக்கு உங்கள்‌ அதிகபட்ச பங்களிப்பைத்‌ தருமாறு பணிவுடன்‌ கேட்கிறோம்‌. 








நாடூகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ செயல்பாடூகளும்‌, சேர்க்கப்படும்‌ நிதியும்‌, அதன்‌ செலவீனக்‌ கணக்குக- 
ளும்‌ இரகசியமானவை அல்ல. நாடூகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ நிதி நடவடிக்கைகள்‌ ஆரம்பகாலம்‌ 
முதலே வெளிப்படைத்தன்மை வாய்ந்த மூலோபாயங்களைக்‌ கொண்டிருக்கின்றன. சேகரிக்கப்படும்‌ நிதி 
குறித்த அனைத்து விளக்கங்களும்‌, சட்ட நடைமுறைகளும்‌ நாடூகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ நிதி 
அமைச்சகத்தின்‌ தீரமானங்களுக்கொப்ப நடைமுறைக்கு வருகின்றன. அதுமட்டுமல்லாமல்‌, நாடுகடந்த 
தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ நிதி அமைச்சர்‌ நிதிவளங்கள்‌ குறித்த விதிகளுக்கும்‌, நடைமுறைகளுக்கும்‌ 
பொறுப்பானவராக இருப்பதுடன்‌ மட்டுமல்லாது பதில்கூறும்‌ கடமையுடையவராயும்‌ இருக்கிறார்‌ என்பதும்‌ 
இவ்விடத்தில்‌ குறிப்பிடப்பட வேண்டும்‌. 








நிதி சம்பந்தமான நடவடிக்கைகளைக்‌ கையாளவென நாடூகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ நிதி 
அமைச்சகத்தில்‌, உள்ளகக்‌ கட்டூப்பாட்டூுக்கான பொறிமுறை (ஐவெநசயெட குடையஷஊெயைட ஊழ 
வசழட ஆநஉாயளை௮) ஒன்றும்‌ செயற்பாட்டில்‌ உள்ளது. இந்த உள்ளகக்‌ கட்டுப்பாட்டானது நாடூ- 
கடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கம்‌ நிர்வாகிக்கும்‌ அனைத்து நிதி வளங்களையும்‌ எவ்வாறு முறையாகப்‌ 
பெறுவது, காப்பாற்றி வைப்பது, செலவு செய்வது என்பவற்றை உறுதிப்படுத்தும்‌. நிதியமைச்சரின்‌ 
கையாள்கையின்‌ கீழ்வரும்‌ இந்த உள்ளகக்‌ கட்டுூப்பாட்டானது நிதி முகாமைத்துவம்‌, நடவடிக்கைள்‌ 
ஆகியவை குறித்த வலுவான நடைமுறைச்‌ சோதனைகளையும்‌. திருத்தங்களையும்‌ கொண்டிருக்கிறது. 


உள்ளகக்‌ கட்டூப்பாட்டுக்கான பொறிமுறையையும்‌ தாண்டி, வரவு செலவு நிதியங்களை கணக்காய்வுப்‌ 
பிரிவு ஒன்றும்‌ கண்காணிக்கும்‌. இதன்வழிவரும்‌ வெளிவாரி கணக்காய்வு நடவடிக்கைகள்‌ சுயாதீன- 
மானவை. அவை நோக்க உத்தரவாதம்‌ தருவதுடன்‌, கணக்கியல்‌ ஆலோசனைகளை உள்ளடக்கியும்‌ 
உள்ளன. மேலும்‌ கணக்காய்வுகள்‌ சர்வதேச தரத்திற்கு ஏற்றவகையில்‌ இருக்குமாறும்‌ வடிவமைக்க- 
ப்பட்டுள்ளன. கணக்காய்வின்பின்‌ வரும்‌ கணக்காய்வுப்‌ பிரிவின்‌ வருடாந்த அறிக்கையானது சகல நிதி- 
ப்பரிவர்த்தனைகளையும்‌ வெளிப்படைத்தன்மை கொண்டதாக்கிவிடூம்‌ வகையில்‌ உள்ளது. அதன்மூலம்‌ 
நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ பொறுப்புக்‌ கூறலையும்‌, கடப்பாடுகளையும்‌ வருடாந்த அறிக்கை 
எதிரொலிக்கும்‌. 








எனவே நீங்கள்‌ அளிக்கும்‌ நிதிவளங்கள்‌ நேர்மையாக, கட்டூப்பாடான முறையில்‌, விரயமற்ற வகைய- 
ல்‌ மட்டுமே கையாளப்படும்‌ என்பது உறுதியாகிறது. அதுமட்டுமல்லாமல்‌ நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசா- 
ங்கத்தின்‌ அனைத்து  நிதிநிலைப்‌ -பரிவர்த்தனைகளும்‌ பதிவுசெய்யப்பட்ட கொடுக்கல்‌ வாங்கல்களாக 
மட்டுமே இருந்துவரும்‌. நிதிநிலைப்‌ பதிவுகளாக காசோலைப்‌ புத்தகம்‌, பணம்‌ வருகைப்‌ பதிவேடூ, 
பணச்‌ செலவுப்‌ பதிவேடு ஆகியவை இருக்கும்‌. 





உங்கள்‌ பங்களிப்பின்மூலம்‌ நீங்கள்‌ நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ ஐந்து வகையான திட்டங்களு- 
க்கு உதவ முடியும்‌. உங்கள்‌ பங்களிப்பானது (1) சட்ட நடவடிக்கைகளுக்கான கணக்கு, (2) அரசியல்‌ 
நடவடிக்கைகளுக்கான கணக்கு, (3) புலம்பெயர்‌ சமூகமேம்பாட்டூக்கான கணக்கு, (4) தாயக உதவிக்‌ 
கணக்கு, (5) பொதுநிர்வாகக்‌ கணக்கு ஆகிய தனித்தனிப்‌ பிரிவுகளில்‌ வரவு வைக்கப்படும்‌. 


ஈழத்தமிழ்‌ நிலத்தில்‌ இனப்படுகொலை செய்து களித்த ஆளும்வர்க்கம்‌ வேறோர்‌ முகமூடி அணிந்‌- 
துவிட்டது. கொலைக்கரங்களை சர்வதேசத்தின்‌ பார்வையிலிருந்து மறைத்துக்‌ கொள்ள அது இன்று 
மிக மும்முரமாக முனைந்துள்ளது. இந்நிலையை மாற்றி நீதி கோரும்‌ நடவடிக்கைகளை உறுதியாக 
முன்னெடுப்போம்‌. தாயகக்‌ கோட்பாடூ வழிவந்த சுயநிர்ணயத்தை இலங்கையில்‌ உறுதிப்படுத்திடுவோம்‌. 
நாடுகடந்த தமிழீழ அரசாங்கத்தின்‌ வேலைத்திட்டங்கள்‌ இன்றைய நிலையில்‌ ஈழத்தமிருக்கு மிகத்‌ 
தேவையான ஒன்றாக மாறிவருகிறன. கூடவே, நாடூகடந்த அரசாங்கத்திற்கு உங்கள்‌ பங்களிப்பு மிகத்‌ 
தேவையான ஒன்றாகவும்‌ இருக்கிறது. ஆகவே கைகொடூங்கள்‌ - நாம்‌ அனைவரும்‌ இணைந்து ஈழத்‌- 
தாயகத்து மக்களுக்கு ஆறுதலாக இருப்போம்‌. 


தமிரின்‌ தாகம்‌ தமிழீழத்‌ தாயகம்‌. 
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SRI LANKA - EXPERT PANEL NOMINATED TO MONITOR TRANSITIONAL 
JUSTICE MECHANISMS FROM VICTIMS’ PERSPECTIVE 


The Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE : has nominated a 
panel of five legal experts to monitor the design and implementation of the 
transitional justice mechanisms in Sri Lanka, including the judicial measures 
to investigate and prosecute war crimes, crimes against humanity and 
genocide (Monitoring Accountability Panel - or MAP - . 


Following the Report of the OHCHR Investigation on Sri Lanka, dated 16 
September 2015, and the UN Human Rights Council Resolution on 
‘Promoting reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka,’ 
dated 1 October 2015, the Sri Lankan Government undertook to establish 
accountability mechanisms to address the crimes committed during the Sri 
Lankan armed conflict. These will include a special criminal court with 
foreign judges and prosecutors. 





The MAP will provide independent monitoring, advice, and 

recommendations, focusing on the effectiveness of accountability measures 
from a victims’ perspective. It will also consider issues of fair trial and due 
process for suspects and accused persons. The views and recommendations of 
the Panel will enable victims and other stakeholders to participate more 
effectively in the process and thus enhance the legitimacy of the measures. Eee) 
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The MAP shall formulate its opinions independently - irrespective of party 
political considerations or the agenda of any specific group (including the 
TGTE) — according to the interests of fair justice, applying international 
standards and best practices. The initial mandate of the Panel shall run from 
November 2015 to December 2016. Further detail of the Panel’s mandate can 
be found in the attached Terms of Reference. 


The Members of the Monitoring Accountability Panel have been selected for 
their legal expertise in international criminal law and human rights, national 
war crimes courts, and regional criminal cases. The Panel Members (in 
alphabetical order) are: 


Marie Guiraud (France) 

Peter Haynes QC (UK) 

Richard J Rogers (UK) 

Heather Ryan (USA) 

Justice Ajit Prakash Shah (India) 

Geoffrey Robertson QC will act as a consultant to the Panel, providing 
additional independent advice. 






Marie Guiraud 
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Richard Rogers Peter Haynes QC 


இவரில்‌. Rasces 


Heather Ryan 


























(Monitoring Accountability Panel, Members’ Bios: ல்‌ 


Marie Guiraud (France) — Panel Member: 


Marie Guiraud, a French lawyer, has worked on human rights and 
international criminal law for fifteen years. She is currently the Civil Party 
Lead Co-Lawyer for the victims at the UN-assisted Extraordinary Chambers 
in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC). Representing the interests of nearly 4,000 
victims who participate in Case 002/02, Marie serves as the co-lead court 
advocate. She has been heavily involved in the design and implementation of 
judicial reparations for victims of crimes under the Khmer Rouge regime. 
Prior to her current role, Marie worked at a major international human rights 
organization and then as a private lawyer in criminal litigation, both before 
French and foreign Courts: In France, she represented both defendants and 
victims in complex and serious criminal cases. Abroad, Marie represented 
victims of international crimes before Ivorian and Congolese Courts and was 
a Civil Party Lawyer in case 002/01 before the ECCC. 





Peter Haynes QC (UK) Panel Member: 


Peter Haynes QC is a British barrister with more than 30 years’ experience in 
domestic and international criminal courts. He currently acts as the Lead 
Counsel for Jean Pierre Bemba at the International Criminal Court (ICC) and 
is the Lead Legal Representative of Victims at the Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon (STL). He is one of the very few practitioners who have led cases 
before the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (where 
he appeared for the defence of General Vinko Pandurevic in relation to the 
Srebrenica massacre), the ICC and the STL. He has appeared in cases 
involving genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and international 
terrorism. He has been responsible for development of the jurisprudence, 
practice and procedure of the representation of victims in international / 
hybrid courts. Peter regularly lectures on the functioning of international 
criminal courts and, in particular, victim representation. 


Richard J Rogers (UK) — Panel Member and Secretary: 


Richard Rogers, a USA (California) and UK qualified lawyer, has 20 years 
experience in international criminal law and human rights. He has held senior 
positions in the UN and OSCE: He was the OSCE’s Chief legal system 
monitor in post-conflict Kosovo, the Principal Defender at the UN’s 
Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, and the head of legal 
support for the Appeals Chamber at the UN’s International Criminal Tribunal 
for Yugoslavia. 


Richard is currently assisting several victim groups before the 
International Criminal Court and has worked with national war crimes courts 


in Bangladesh, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, and Uganda. 
Richard has recently provided expert testimony before the US Congress ») 




















(House Committee on Foreign Affairs, and spoken to human rights issues 
before the European Parliament’s human rights committee and the Bosnian 
Parliament. He is a founding partner of Global Diligence LLP. 


Heather Ryan (USA) — Panel Member: 


Heather Ryan, a US lawyer, has been working in the field of international law 
for over 15 years. She is currently a special consultant for the Open Society 
Justice Initiative monitoring the Extraordinary Chambers of the Courts in 
Cambodia (ECCC), a hybrid tribunal set up to prosecute senior leaders of the 
Khmer Rouge Regime responsible for mass atrocities form 1975-1979. She has 
been involved since 2005 in evaluating and reporting on the development and 
implementation of the ECCC in terms of compliance with international fair 

trial standards, as well as the court’s effectiveness in meeting its goals with 
respect to the victims and public. Her experience also includes work at the 
Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at Harvard’s Kennedy School, Global 
Greengrants Fund, The Coalition for International Justice, teaching 
international criminal law, as well as private law practice. 


Justice Ajit Prakash Shah (India) - Panel Member: 


Justice Shah, a renowned Indian jurist, has been practicing law as an advocate 
and judge for around 40 years. Following his practice as a lawyer in Bombay, 
Justice Shah was elevated to the bench in 1992, becoming a permanent Judge 
of Bombay High Court in 1994. He was promoted to Chief Justice of the 
Madras High Court in 2005 and Chief Justice of Delhi High Court in 2008. He 
retired from the bench in 2010. Until August 2015, Justice Shah was the 
Chairman of the 20th Law Commission of India, a body established by the 
Indian Government to promote legal reform throughout the justice system. 

He was also the Chairperson of the Broadcasting Content Complaints 

Council, a self-regulatory body for non-news TV channels set up by 

the Indian Broadcasting Foundation in consultation with the Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting. 





Geoffrey Robertson QC - Consultant: 


Geoffrey Robertson QC is founder and joint head of Doughty Street 
Chambers. He has had a distinguished career as a trial and appellate counsel, 
an international judge, and author of leading textbooks. He has argued many 
landmark cases in media, constitutional and criminal law, in the European 
Court of Justice; the European Court of Human Rights; the Supreme Court 
(House of Lords and Privy Council); the UN War Crimes courts; the World 
Bank’s International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) 

and in the highest courts of many commonwealth countries. 


Geoffrey has, as a jury advocate, appeared in many criminal trials at the Old 
Bailey and libel trials in the High Court. He has appeared in several hundred 
reported cases in the Court of Appeal (both civil and criminal divisions) and 
in judicial reviews in the High Court, and in subsequent appeals. He has a 
large advisory practice, for clients including governments, media 
corporations, NGO’s and local councils. 
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( MONITORING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE 
MECHANISMS FOR SRI LANKA 


PANEL OF EXPERTS: 
TERMS OF REFERENCE 


Background and Overview: 


1. The Panel of Experts to Monitor Accountability in Sri Lanka (“Monitoring 
Accountability Panel” or “MAP”’) has been established at the request of the 
Transitional Government of Tamil Eelam (“TGTE”) to provide independent 
monitoring, advice, and recommendations on the transitional justice mechanisms in 
Sri Lanka, following the end of the civil war in 2009. 





2. The overall mandate of the MAP is to monitor, advise and report on the design and 
implementation of the judicial and non-judicial measures for transitional justice 
established by the Sri Lankan Government pursuant to the Report of the OHCHR 
Investigation on Sri Lanka (“OISL Report’), dated 16 September 2015, and the UN 
Human Rights Council Resolution (A HRC 30.L.29) on ‘Promoting 
reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka,’ dated 1 October 
2015. Whilst the MAP will focus on the effectiveness of accountability measures 
from a victims’ perspective, it will also consider issues of fair trial and due process 
for suspects and accused persons. 























(3. The UN Human Rights Council! and the UN Special Rapporteur on Transitional ) 
Justice? have called for broad participation and consultation in the design and 
implementation of the transitional justice measures. The views and 
recommendations of the MAP will enable individual victims and victims 
groups (the stakeholders) to participate more effectively in the process and 
thus enhance the legitimacy of the measures. 


4. The MAP shall garner the views of victims inside and outside Sri Lanka. It shall 
formulate its opinions independently - irrespective of party political considerations 
or the agenda of any specific group (including the TGTE) — according to the 
interests of fair justice, applying international fair trial standards and best practices. 


5. The MAP’s Legal Experts shall agree all reports prior to publication or distribution. 
The initial mandate of the MAP shall run from November 2015 to December 2016. 





Specific Terms of Reference: 


1 See HRC Resolution A HRC _30_L.29 “Recognizing that mechanisms to redress past abuses and 
violations work best when they are independent, impartial and transparent; are led by 
individuals known for displaying the highest degree of professionalism, integrity and 
impartiality; utilize consultative and participatory methods that include the views from all 
relevant stakeholders, including, but not limited to, victims, women, youth, representatives of 
various religions, ethnicities and geographic locations, as well as marginalized groups; and 
designed and implemented based on expert advice from those with relevant international 
and domestic experience [...] Supports the commitment of the Government of Sri Lanka to 
strengthen and safeguard the credibility of the processes of truth-seeking, justice, reparations 
and guarantees of non-recurrence by engaging in broad national consultations with the 
inclusion of victims and civil society, including non-governmental organizations, from all 
affected communities, which will inform the design and implementation of these processes, 
drawing on international expertise, assistance and best practices; 


2 In his recent report, the UN Special Rapporteur on Transitional Justice stated “Consistent with 
the idea that truth, justice, reparation, and guarantees of non-recurrence are measures intended 
to promote fundamental rights, the design and implementation of these measures call for 
consultative and participatory methods. This has not been the hallmark of past Sri Lankan 
efforts. Consultation with those affected by the violations is essential from a conceptual 
standpoint for rights cannot simply be foisted but need to be exercised. Citizens cannot be simply 
presented with ‘solutions’ in the design of which they were given no role. It is equally crucial from 
a practical standpoint, for transitional justice measures depend, to a large extent, on the 
willingness of victims and others to participate, for example, by sharing pertinent information 
with the relevant institutions. It is also necessary from the standpoint of effectiveness, for the 
measures, after all, should respond to the needs and expectations of their potential 
beneficiaries. And it is called for in terms of their sustainability for these are inevitably long- 
term projects that will likely depend on the willingness of stakeholders to defend them over 
time from the contingencies of politics. This is more likely to happen if the stakeholders can 


claim ownership over them.” 














| Re: The judicial mechanism with a special counsel: oi 





7. Subject to available information, particular attention should be given to: 





Lanka. 
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3 See HRC Resolution A_HRC_30_L.29 
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6. To monitor, evaluate, and make recommendations on the establishment of the 
“judicial mechanism with a special counsel to investigate allegations of violations 
and abuses of human rights and violations of international humanitarian law.’ The 
monitoring shall focus on the need for full and fair accountability, victim 
reparations, as well as fair trial and due process. 


ட்‌ 
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RE: Other areas of transitional justice: 


8. To monitor, evaluate, and make recommendations on the other judicial and non- 
judicial transitional justice mechanisms implemented by the Government of Sri 


9. Subject to available information, particular attention should be given to: 








The concerns and expectations of victims; 

The treatment of victims within the system, particularly victims of 
sexual violence; 

The mechanisms for victim participation in the process and for 
reparations; 

The participation of foreign judges and the set-up of judicial panels; 
The participation of foreign prosecutors and investigators and the 
relationship with national prosecutors; 

The selection process and qualifications of national judges; 

The procedures for selecting suspects for prosecution; 

The application of international standards of fair trial and due process, 
in particular the independence and impartiality of the process; 

The mechanisms for witness protection. 


Non judicial processes for truth-seeking; 

Institutional reform, including vetting of public employees; 
Treatment of prisoners or war; 

Demilitarisation and demobilization; 

Security sector reforms; 

The legality of measures designed to fight terrorism; 








il 











and to address allegations; 

h. The response to allegations of enforced disappearances; 

i. The treatment of Tamils and Muslims within the Sri Lankan legal 
system. 


a g. Measures to prevent torture and sexual violence by the security எந்து 


10. The MAP will submit an interim report by March 2016 and a final report by 
January 2017 on those matters outlined in this Terms of Reference. It may issue 
press releases and position papers as the need arises. 





END 


For media inquiries please contact: 


¢ Mr. Visuvanathan Rudrakumaran, 
Prime Minister of the Trannational 
Government of Tamil Eelam 


pmo@tgte.org 


¢ Richard J Rogers 
Panel Secretary 
richardrogers@globaldiligence.com 






































3rd International Conference on 
Freedom& Justice 
Convened by the 
Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam 


Sri Lanka’s Accountability: 
Justice or Show Trials? 


Sri Lanka, the master of sham commissians, is conniving to create sham trials as the 
next step in their culture of impunity. The Sri Lankan government’s repeated state- 
ments that investigation is necessary to clear the names of the Sri Lankan armed 
forces clearly establishes to any reasonable person that the outcome of the pro- 
posed domestic investigation has already been determined. 


The UNHRC Resolution said the ‘credibility of the processes of truth-seeking, jus- 
tice, reparations and guarantees of non-recurrence’ depends on involving victims in 
their design and implementation and that ‘international expertise, assistance and 
best practices’ must be used. 


It is our duty to assure that the voice of the victims is not drowned out by the noise 
of the Sri Lankan state. 


Date: Sunday, April 3, 2016 
Time: 10.00am to 1.00pm, (Registration and breakfast 9.00am to 10 am) 
Venue: Delta Hotel Toronto East 
2035 Kennedy Rd, 
Scarborough, ON M1T 3G2 
Organizers: Transnational Government of Tamil Eelam (TGTE) 
Under the auspices of the 
Consortium of Eelam Tamil Associations 
& Human Rights Advocacy Group in Canada 


Speakers: 
Mr. Ali Beydoun 
Ms. Barbara Jackman 
Ms. Tasha Manoranjan. 
A member of Monitoring Accountability Panel (MAP)(Skype) 
Mr. Kubes Nava (Moderator) 
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TGTE Pongal Celebration — UK and Canada 
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A SUMMARY OF MR. A SIVANANDAN’S ARTICLE 
ETHNIC CLEANSING IN SRI LANKA 


Kabpona Srinaraganadas BA, LLB 


It’s difficult to talk dispassionately about what is going on in my country, when the horror of what the gov- 
ernment is doing to a civilian Tamil population - already shelled and burned out of their existence and now 
herded into concentration camps and starved of food and medicine — revisits me to the pogrom of 1958 
when my parents’ house was attacked by a Sinhalese mob, my nephew had petrol thrown on him and burnt 
alive, and friends and relatives disappeared into refugee camps. | was a Tamil married to a Sinhalese with 
three children, and | could only see a future of hate stretching out before them. | left with my family, and 
came to England. There is nothing, nothing, so horrendous as communal war, ethnic war. Only one thing is 
worse — and that is when your government exploits com-=munal differences, stokes ethnic and religious fears, 
all in the pursuit of power. In the process, it engenders a political culture of censorship and disinformation, 
assassination of journalists who speak out, extra-judicial killings by police and army, government without op- 
position — a culture that has to be broken if it is not to descend into dictatorship. And it is with that in mind 
that | want to examine briefly the 150 years (more or less) of British rule, the sixty years of independence, the 
fifty years of ethnic cleansing within that and, within that, the twenty-five years of civil war that have brought 
Sri Lanka to this pass. The Portuguese and the Dutch had occupied the Maritime Provinces in the sixteenth 
to eighteenth centuries in pursuit of the spice trade and strategic sea routes. Ceylon got its independence in 
1948 on the back of the Indian nationalist struggle. These however turned out to be the trappings of capitalist 
democracy super-imposed on a feudal infrastructure - a democratic top-dressing on a feudal base. Power, 
then, was still in the hands of the feudal elite, the landed aristocracy. The breakthrough came in 1956 when 
the Oxford-educated Solomon West Ridgeway Dias Bandaranaike decided that the only way that a distant 
relative like him could break into the dynastic succession was to resort to the ethnic poli-tics of language and 
religion that would guarantee him a ready-made electoral majority. Bandaranaike had struck at the heart of 
Tamil livelihood and achievement. Bandaranaike’s policies were meant to put an end to that but, in the event, 
they degraded the mother tongue of a people who held up Tamil as an ancient language (which it was) and its 
considerable literature as their bounteous heritage. And there begin the two trajectories of ethnic cleansing: 
the ‘legal’ and the illegal, the civil and the military, the parliamentary and extra-parliamentary, each overlap- 
ping and reinforcing each other. Ethnic cleansing is a process, not an isolate, genocide its logical conclusion. 
The prime minister, having divested himself of his Oxford bags for national dress, Christianity for Buddhism, 
English for Sinhala, was caught now between his social democratic principles and his nationalist practice, 
and proposed to make Tamil a regional language. From then on the pattern of Tamil subjugation was set: 
racist legislation fol-lowed by Tamil resistance, followed by conciliatory government gestures, fol-lowed by 
Opposition rejectionism, followed by anti-Tamil riots instigated by Buddhist priests and politicians, escalating 
Tamil resistance, and so on — except that the mode of resistance varied and intensified with each tightening 
of the ethnic-cleansing screw and led to armed struggle and civil war. | do not want to go into the details of 
that sequence here.1 1115 enough to note the key acts of successive Sinhalese-dominated governments that 
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led to the spiral-ling cycle of repression and resistance. At one stroke, Mrs Bandaranaike had cut the ground 
from under the feet of Tamil youth. The Left in Ceylon, and the Trotskyist LSSP, in particular, had hitherto had a 
noble history. There was still the self-styled Marxist Sinhala youth movement, the JVP, the People’s Liberation 
Front, whom the Bandaranaike government had to contend with. The degradation of the Left engendered the 
degradation of the intelligentsia who now turned to middle of the road reformist politics. The youths began 
with robbing a bank or two, stealing arms from police sta-tions - and making their getaway on bicycles. But 
the romance of the Robin Hood period turned sour and vicious in the late 1970s when the Jayawardene gov- 
ernment let the police loose in Jaffna to break up peaceful demonstrations, arrest and torture Tamil youth, 
burn down the Jaffna bazaar when refused free foodstuffs — and generally lord over it the Tamil people. In 
1981 security forces burnt down the Jaffna library, with its ‘ola’ manuscripts and rare literature, the epicentre 
of Tamil learning and culture. That’s when the civil war began in earnest — with each side, the government and 
the guerrillas, ratcheting up the terror count, with the occasional pause for ‘talks’ or peace mediation, during 
which each side refurbished its forces and came out more intransigent than ever. The government now added 
an official military dimension to civil ethnic cleansing by letting loose its private armies to terrorise Tamils and 
drive them from their homes. The LTTE’s guerrilla struggle, likewise, had degenerated into ad hoc militasrism 
with suicide bombings and assassinations. But the President’s own actions since the defeat of the Tigers and, 
more impor-tantly, the political culture that his government, even more than all the previous governments, 
has created, belies any such democratic outcome. And within that polity the Rajapakse government or, rather, 
cabal (he has appointed two brothers to senior political posts) has instituted a regime of blan-ket censorship 
under cover of which it has conducted a ruthless war not just against the equally ruthless Tigers but against 
harmless Tamil civilians, a ‘war without witness’ someone termed it, while feeding the Sinhalese public with 
government-manufactured facts and seeing off any journalist who dared to criticise the government. What, 
in sum, we are faced with in my country today, is a brainwashed peo-ple, brought up on lies and myths, their 
intelligentsia told what to think, their journalists forbidden to speak the truth on pain of death, the militarising 
of civil society and the silencing of all opposition. It is for the Sinhalese people | fear now — for if they come for 
me in the morn-ing, they’Il come for you that night. 
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PROGRAMME LIST 
நிகழ்ச்சி நிரல்‌ 


நிகழ்ச்சி நடத்துனர்‌ அறிமுகம்‌ 

மங்கள விளக்கேற்றல்‌ 

கனேடிய தேசிய கீதம்‌ 

தமிழ்த்தாய்‌ வாழ்த்து 

அகவணக்கம்‌ 

வரவேற்புரை 

வரவேற்பு நடனம்‌ 

வாழ்த்துரை 

அனுசரணையாளர்களைக்‌ கனம்‌ பண்ணுதல்‌ 
உரை - பிரதமர்‌ உருத்திரகுமாரன்‌ விசுவநாதன்‌ 
நடனம்‌ 

பறை 2016 - ஓர்‌ கண்ணோட்டம்‌ 


நன்றியுரை 
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Introduction of Emcees 
Lighting of Traditional Lamp 
Canadian National Anthem 
Thamil Thai Vaalthu 

Silent Tribute 

Welcome Speech 

Welcome Dance 

Greetings 

Recognition of Main Sponsors 
Prime Minister 


Vishvanathan.Ruthrakumaran’s Speech 
Dance 


souvenis® Review. 
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வட்டமான 
PHONE LINE UNLIMITED 

All calling Features are Free of charge HI-SPEED INTERNET 

(Call Display, Call Waiting, Voicemail பிர to 15 Mbps speed 


Three-way Call, Call Forwarding, etc.) 





«Single page monthly bill 

eAll calling Features are Free of charge 
«Designated customer care specialist 
eLow International calling rates 


5490 95 per month For First 6 months there after $64.95 
*V/olIP phone emergency 91] features differ பா n traditional 91] services 
*Some conditions apply 


 aircompius | 41 6°CONNECT 


breaking ae barriers... 416° 266° 6328 


www.dircomplus.com 





Transnational Government Of Tamil Eelam Le Gouvernment Transnation du Tamil Eelam 
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பட வ அரில்‌ பதிலை 


௮ட்கக்ககோட்டைத்‌ கீர்கானல்‌ VADDUKODDA! RESOLUTION 
40 years on...the struggle continues 


நமிழரிளி தாகம்‌ தமிழீழந்‌ தாயகம்‌ 


